








Wlf- 


Thboretical Series.— No. i. 

( FOR THE DIFFUSION OF MUS! 

orttament, and ability. * * * There is no stond 
; may be wrought out by fit studies/ ~Z.ord Bacon. 


A TREATISE 


L. CHERUBINI 


MEIdBER OF THE FRENCH INSTITUTE; DIRECTOR OF THE CONSERVATOIRE OF MUSIC; 

OFFICER OF THE DEGION OF HONOUR, ETC. ! j 


TRANSLATED BY 


MARY COWDEN CLARKE 


NEW EDITION, REVISED BY 


I’HIS WORK IS ADOPTED FOR THE INSTRUCTION OP THE CLASSES AT THE CONSERVATOIRE, PARIS; AND 
OF THOSE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY OP MUSIC, LONDON, 



MEMOm OE CHERUBINI 


CHIEFLY COMPILED FROM THE FRENCH OF MONS. F]^TIS. 


This admirable composer was born at Florence on tbe 
Sth Sept., 1760, and he received the baptismal name of 
Maria Luigi Carlo Zenobio Salvador Cherubini. He 
mastered the first elements of music before he was six 
years old. At the age of nine he had lessons in harmony 
and accompaniment from Bartolomeo I'elici and his son 
Alessandro. On the death of these two masters he ob- 
tained instruction from Pietro Bizzari and Guiseppe 
Castrucci, who promoted his studies in composition and 
gave him some idea of vocal art. The progress he made 
was so rapid that as early as 1773, before he had com- 
pleted his thirteenth year, there was a solemn mass of 
his performed at Florence, This work was followed by 
several others, both sacred and secular, and the public 
greeted with warm applause those early productions 
of a genius already remarkable. The grand duke of 
Tuscany, Leopold IL, a prince distinguished no less by 
his enlightened taste for the fine arts than by his mild 
and benevolent rule, showed his estimate of young 
Cherubini’s ’talent by granting him, in 1778, a pension 
which should enable him to repair to Bologna and study 
under Sarti. Four years were spent by the young artist 
in this school, acquiring by assiduous labour a profound 
knowledge of counterpoint and of ancient fugal style. 
To Sarti’s excellent precepts Cherubini’s extensive ac- 
quaintance with the classical Italian composers is mainly 
owing, while to this master’s judicious system — not only 
imparting to his pupils solid scientific instruction, but 
exercising their fertility of invention by entrusting them 
with the composition of subordinate portions of his own 
operas — may be traced Cherubini’s ready skill in writing 
down his thoughts. Sarti’s scores contain many pieces 
composed by Cherubini. 

Before permanently quitting the tutelage of his master 
Cherubini wirote the opera of Quintus Fahius, which was 
first performed in 1782, and was followed^ by seven 
6ther works, that made their appearance at Florence, 
Leghmn, Rome, and Mahtua. In 1784, CFerUbini left 
Italy for London, He here wrote La Finta Prmm^^sa^ 
& opera hufib; and brought out his GiuUo ^alinOf of 


which he had re-written several pieces. He also con- 
tributed several new pieces to the score of Paisiello’s 
Marchese di Tulipano ; after which he repaired to Paris 
with the intention of settling there. But he was im- 
mediately summoned to Turin that he might write his 
opera of Iphigenia in Aulide, which obtained such 
marked success that Marchesi made choice of this work 
for the autumn of 1788, at the theatre of La Scala in 
Milan. On hie return to London in 1787, Cherubini 
filled the post, (and with the title) of composer to His 
Majesty’s Theatre. Here he brought out Cimarosa’s 
Qiannina e Bernadone, and Paisiello’s Gli Schiavi per 
amore, with other works, to which he contributed several 
charming pieces. Burney alludes with eulogy to these 
productions of Cherubini’s genius in his History of 
Music. At Paris, in 1788, Cherubini wrote his first 
French opera, entitled D^mophon ; it appeared on the 
opera stage the 2nd of December of that year, but met 
with slight success. Many causes operated to occasion 
this cold reception of a work which was an experiment 
in a style of composition wherein Cherubini seemed to 
have relinquished those peculiarities of Italian music 
he had till then cultivated. The chief of these causes 
was the interest taken by the public in Vogel, ^ — ^the author 
of another B^mopKony the overture to which had at- 
tained considerable favor and celebrity. This young 
musician had expired the same year, leaving his opera 
completed. It was performed during the summer, and 
although the remainder of the work did not keep pace 
with the merit of its overture, yet the public regarded it 
with a partiality which prevented due interest in Cheru- 
bini’s production. In this latter there was a creative 
power superior to anything yet achieved in France; 
which power being beyond the comprehension of the 
opera^pit critics of the time, did not comF:en^»l^®> iu their 
eyes, for the want of spirit and dramatic ShtCrest that may 
be alleged against the score ^ d whole. Of aH its 
composer’s works, l>0mop'h<m is not^ the least known, 
even to his admirers ; nevertheless there are |d^oes hif it, 
(particularly a chorus, '*Ahi Yddb jrmdez Id whicR 
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for skill of instrumentation, for disposal of the voices, and 
for purity of style, were, at the period when the opera 
was written, truly original creations and the heralds 
of a new school. 

In 1789, an Italian opera was regularly organized in 
Paris, and Cherubini was installed as its musical director. 
The company’s first performances took place in a paltry 
kind of building called ‘Le Th4dtre de la foire Saint 
Germain;’ and here were executed — with a perfection 
till then unknown — the first works of Anfossi, Paisiello, 
and Cimarosa, in which Cherubini introduced some ex- 
cellent pieces of his own composition. All these pieces 
hear the stamp of superior talent, and they excited 
general admiration. Among them is the delicious quar- 
tett, Cara, da voi dipende ” (introduced into the 
Vlaggiatori felici ), and also the trio given in the Ttalinna 
hi Londra. Both these productions present a study full 
cf interest if compared with D€mophon, or, still more, 
with Lodoisha — a French opera written by Cheruhini at 
that period. They prove that their author then possessed 
two distinct styles ; the one, simple as that of Cimarosa, 
or Paisiello, but distinguished by a purity of character 
superior to all that had preceded it; the other, severe, — 
rather instinct with harmony than with melody, — ^rich 
in details of instrumentation, and constituting a type, as 
yet unappreciated, of a new school destined to remodel 
>existing forms in musical art. 

LodoisTca first appeared in 1791. This fine composition, 
where the magnitude of plan in the concerted pieces, the 
novelty of combination, and the richness of instrumental 
beauty are so remarkable, caused a revolution in 
French music, and was the origin of that music of effect 
which composers of modem time have imitated through 
80 many varied modifications. Among those of the 
French school may he cited M6hul, Steibelt, Berton, 
Lesueur, and even Gr6try, as throwing themselves into 
this new path with an implicitness only differing in the 
several peculiarities that mark the style of each. It is 
true that Mozart had already revealed, in his immortal 
compositions of Figaro and Don Giovanni, all the effect 
to be produced by grand combinations in harmony, and 
by fine instmmental accompaniment in conjunction with 
the most exquisite melodies ; hut these works, produced 
before even Mozart’s own countrymen were capable of 
fhlly comprehending them, were at that time entirely 
unknown to foreigners. There can be no doubt there- 
fore that Cherubini was indebted to bis own inspiration 
alone for the new style which he introduced into France; 
while a careful comparison between his manner and that 
of liis illustrious predecessor attests the fact beyond 
dispute. 

Tlie revolution commenced hy Lodoisha, was completed 
by or Mount St Bernard, and by Medea, Unfor- 


tunately, these operas, the music of which, aftei a lapse 
of many years, excites the admiration of mttsicians, were 
composed on libretti either devoid of interest or written 
in a style of absurdity that prevents their keeping pos- 
session of the stage. As a proof that Cherubini needed 
nothing else for the attainment of popular success than 
more interesting or more rational groundworks for his 
music the opera of Les deux Journies was received with 
enthusiasm ; its music is written on the same model as 
Cherubini’s other French compositions, hut its story pos- 
sesses interest and is well suited to the lovely character 
of the music. More than two hundred representations of 
this beautiful work did not exhaust the delight of true 
judges, yet, notwithstanding the high reputation enjoyed 
by Cherubini throughout Europe, his position in France 
was not worthy of his great talent. The emoluments of 
office as Inspector of the Conservatoire formed all his 
income and hardly sufficed for the maintenance of a nu- 
merous family. The head of that Government which 
succeeded the Directory showed little favor to the man 
whose name was revered throughout France, England, 
Italy, and, above all, Germany. Compelled at last to 
provide for the means of existence, It was towards this 
land of harmony that Cherubini cast bis eyes as a re- 
source. An engagement was offered him to write some 
operas for Vienna, which he accepted and repaired 
thither, with his family, in the spring of 1805. Arrived 
in the imperial city, he wrote the score of Faniska, the 
beauties of which excited the admiration of all the 
Viennese artists. Haydn and Beethoven pronounced the 
author of this work the first dramatic composer of his 
time. The French musicians, and M4hul himself, sub- 
scribed to this verdict. But scarcely had Cherubini begun 
to reap the fruits of his success and to plan new produc- 
tions when the war broke out between France and 
Austria. The results of this war are well known ; Vienna 
was sun-ounded by French troops, the court of Francis II, 
was compelled to leave, and the author of Fmuka 
found himself obliged to return to Paris, where he ex- 
piated, in forced leisure, the glory of a success which 
had seemed to defy Napoleon’s disdain. 

Meanwhile, some friends essayed to remove the preju- 
dices and dislike conceived by this latter ; they induced 
Cherubini to write an Italian opera for the theatre at tho 
Tuileries, and Crescentini promised to sing the principal 
part. The composer yielded to their persuasions, and, 
some months afterwards, the score of PimmagUone was 
completed. This charming work, written in a totally 
dififerent style from the other productions of Cherubini, 
contains scenes of a most felicitous conception. Napcleoit 
seemed surprised when he was told the name of its author ; 
he evinced at first some satisfaction, but no amelicration 
in the position of the composer was the result So*fiagrant 
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an injustice could not but carry discouragement to the 
artist’s soul ; but suddenly, in the midst of the neglect into 
which he bad fallen, unforeseen circumstances directed 
Cherubini to a new course, which may be considered 
as one of the most solid foundations of his renown. He 
had just left Paris, to enjoy, at the residence of M. le 
Prince de Chimay, a repose of spirit, a calm, that he felt 
imperatively necessary for him. He was in one of those 
crises of disgust at Art, which are not of unfrequent 
occurrence in the lives of great artists ; but in order that 
his spirit might not lack aliment he had taken up the 
pursuit of botany and seemed to have no other thought 
than the diligent prosecution of this science. It so 
happened that a project was formed for getting up a 
mass with music in the church of Chimay ; but, for the 
realization of this project one thing waS wanting,— namely, 
the music of the mass. They had recourse to Cherubini; 
who at first refused, but afterwards, consented. It was 
on this occasion that he wrote his admirable mass in 
F for three voices. The prevailing idea in this effort has 
nothing in common with that which pervades all the music 
of the ancient Roman school. That was conceived as an 
emanation of pure sentiment apart from all human pas- 
sion ; while Cherubini, on the contrary, chose that his 
music should express the dramatic sense of the words, and, 
in the fulfilment of this idea, he gave proof of a talent 
80 exalted as to leave him without rival in this particular. 
A union of the severe beauties of fugue and counterpoint, 
with those belonging to dramatic expression and rich in- 
strumental effects, is an achievement peculiar to the genius 
of Cherubini. The European success obtained by this 
fine work determined its author to produce many others 
similar in style. The restoration of the old French mo- 
narchy, by removing the kind of proscription under which 
Cherubini dwelt, gave him frequent occasion to exercise 
his talent in this way. In 1816, he succeeded Martini in 
his office of superintendent of the king's music, and from 
that time forth he continued to write numerous me-sses 
and motets for the service at the royal chapel. A portion 
of them only have been published; but the majority of 
these works are considered by judges to be compositions 
cif a very high order. 


Among the principal works of Cherubini may be num- 
bered no fewer than 32 operas, 29 church compositions, 
four cantatas, and several instrumental pieces ; besides 
the admirable Treatise on Counterpoint and Fugue, first 
published in Paris, in 1833. This latter work is, in fact, 
the result of Cherubini’s experience as to what was 
necessary in teaching counterpoint to the pupils of the 
Conservatoire for nearly a quarter of a century, and the 
examples are models of that perfection of style which 
distinguishes the productions of the ancient Italian 
masters. After filling the post of Inspector of the Con- 
servatoire of Music in Paris during a period of twenty 
years, Cherubini was nominated Professor of Composition 
there in 1816; and subsequently Director in 1822. He 
was created Chevalier of the Legion of Honor in 1814, 
became an officer of the order, and chevalier of that of 
Saint Michael. The Institute of Holland, the Academy 
of Music at Stockholm, and the Academy of Fine Arts 
in France, elected him among their members. 

He resided in Paris until the period of his death, which 
took place in 1842, at the age of eighty-two,. 

The obsequies of the great composer were celebrated 
with much pomp. More than three thousand persona 
repaired to the Conservatoire, and attended the funeral 
train to its destination at St. Roch. The whole school, — 
professors and students,— accompanied the procession. 
MournM music, consisting, among other productions of 
the illustrious deceased, of the piece formerly composed 
for the obsequies of General Hoche, was played during 
its progress to the church, where his solemn Requiem 
for male voices, recently written, was performed. No- 
thing, in short, was omitted to render this closing homage 
complete. Subsequently, a subscription was voluntarily 
entered into among the artists with the view of erecting 
a monument to his memory, and a proposal was made 
to give the name of Cherubini to one of the streets in 
Paris adjoining the principal lyric theatres. 

He enjoyed the respect and attachment of his pupils, 
the esteem of his intimates, and the highest admiration 
fi:om those best capable of appreciating his genms-*-tho 
first-rate musicians of his own time. 
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A TREATISE 


ON 

COUNTERPOINT AND EUGUE. 


Introduction. 

In commencing this treatise, I suppose the pupil 
to he already acquainted with the theory of chords, 
and consequently, of harmony. I cause him, there- 
fore, at once to enter upon the study of strict 
counterpoint^ not that which accorded with the 
system of tones and modes observed by ancient com- 
posers, hut modern strict counterpoint, that is to 
say, according to the present tonal system, which 
will imperceptibly lead the pupil to familiarize him- 
self with the art of writing fugue — the true founda- 
tion of composing. It is needful that the pupil 
should he taught to observe strict rules, in order 
that when eventually composing in a free style, he 
should know how and why his genius — provided he 
have any — has caused him frequently to liberate 
himself from the rigour of first rules. By sub- 
jecting himself, at the outset, to the severity of these 
rules, he will subsequently know how to avoid with 
prudence the abuse of license ; and by this means 
also, he will be able to form himself in the style 
which befits the fugal art, a style the most difficult 
to acquire, I would induce the pupil who aims at 
becoming a composer, to read, and even to copy out, 
with attention, and with reflection, as much as he 
can of the works of the classical composers particu- 
larly, and occasionally those of inferior composers, 
with the view of learning from the former what 
mode he is to pursue for composing well, and from 
the latter, in what way he may avoid the contrary. 
By such a proceeding, frequently repeated, the pupil, 
in learning to exercise his ear through his sight, 
will gradually form his style, his feeling, and his 
taste. 

The young composer, who shall carefully follow 
the instructions contained in this treatise, once having 
mastered those upon fugue, will have no more need 
of lessons, but will be able to write with purity in 
all styles, and will with ease, while studying the 
form of different kinds of composition, acquire the 
power of expressing clearly his own ideas, so as to 
produce the effect he desires. 

Preliminary Prorositions. 

Upon concords which should he employed in strict 
counterpomi. 

The ancient composers, sincO Guido AretxnO's 
time^ have admitted only two perfect concords— the 
octave and the perfect fifth ; and two imperfect 
Cchcords-r--the third, and the sixth.. 


The first are called perfect because they are 
immutable. 

The second are called imperfect, because they 
admit of being altered, and may be either major or 
minor. 


Upon discords to he employed in strict counterpoint. 

The discords are, the .second, the fourth, the 
seventh, and the ninth. These discords can only be 
employed when prepared by a concord and resolved 
by another, unless tbey are used 'passingly,* of 
which we shall hereafter speak. 

The imperfect fifth, and the augmented fourth, or 
tritone, were rejected by the ancients ; they should, 
therefore, only be employed in strict counterpoint, as 
passing discords. 

Observation , — I here state, once for all, that in speaking 
of modern strict counterpoint, I merely use the word 
* modern ’ in reference to the tonal system ; but, as re- 
gards the chords themselves, I have invariably used those 
met with in the ancient authors, — viz : the chord of the 
third and fifth, the chord of the third and sixth, and the 
discords above mentioned. It is only in treating fugue, 
that the pupil can allow himself more latitude. 


Upon various hinds of movement. 

By the word ' movement,* the progression of one 
sound to another, is understood ; either melodiaJly, 
in a single part, or harmonially, where there are 
several parts at once. Melodially, 'conjunct move^ 
ment’ is the name given to a succession of sounds 
proceeding gradually, thus : — 


Example 1. 




' Disjunct movement ’ is the name given to 
sounds succeeding each other by intervals 


Ex. 2. 




Harmonially, ‘direct,’ 'right,’ or ‘similar move*^ 
ment,’ is the name given to the progression of two 
or more parts ascending or descending in the samo 
direction : — 


Direct movement in two parts. 
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Direct movement in three parts. 



^ Contrary movement * takes place wken one part 
ascends, while the other descends : — 



When one or more parts ascend or descend, while 
one or more other parts remain stationary, the move- 
ment is called ' oblique ’ ; — 



The most elegant of these three movements is 
‘contrary movement;' ‘oblique movement' holds 
the second rank ; of ^ direct movement ’ sparing use 
should he made, because it gives rise to defects 
which will hereafter be pointed out. 

It may be ad.ded that in all species of counterpoint 
here treated of, as well as in fugue, the pupil should 
write for voices and not for instruments. It will 
therefore be necessary that he should conform to the 
natural compass of the dififeront kinds of voices. He 
will find therein the advantage of learning to pro- 
duce effects with voices alone, a study not only 
dijSicnlt, but too much neglected; and he will 
after wa^ find himself much more at ease in writing 
for instruments, when no longer obliged to restrain 
himself within the limits of the voice. 

Two-pakt Counterpoint. 

Two-part counterpoint is the most strict, both in 
the ancient and the modem system. The reason of 
this is plain: the fewer the difficulties to be van- 
quished, the more severe must be the rules. Two- 
part writing does not involve so many tr^mels as 
A larger number of parts progressing together ; 
so that the strictness of this Mnd of composition 
diminishes in proportion as the number of parts 
increase. 


Fii'st order — riote against note^ 

Eule I. 

The commencement must be a perfect concord, 
and the termination also; so that the first bar may 
contain either a fifth or an octave (or unison), but 
the last bar must have simply an octave, or unison. 
Let it be borne in mind, once for all, that by the 
word ‘ fifth' is also understood the twelfth ; and by 
tbe^word ‘ octave,’ the fifteenth, according to the 
relative distances of the voices employed ; and the 
same will apply to all intervals which may be 
doubled or tripled. 



The parts should progress always by concords, 
endeavouring to avoid tlio unison, save in the first 
and last bar. 

Observation . — The principal aim in counterpoint l>eing 
to produce harmony, unison is forbidden, because it j>ro- 
ducea none. This does not hold good with regard to the 
octave; for, although the octave is almost in the same 
condition with the utiison, yet tire difference of effort which 
exists between the grave and acute sounds reudtsrs it less 
devoid of harmony than the \uibou. 

Rule III. 

It is sometimes admissible to let the higher part 
pass beneath the lower, always, however, taking 
care that they shall be in concord, and not allowing 
this method to continue too long, as it is only admis- 
sible in case of embarrassment, or in order — since 
the pupil should, as we have just said, w''rito for 
voices— to make the parts flow well : — 



These marks X indicate the places where the 
higher part passes beneath the lower. It cannot, 
however, be too strongly recommended never to 
employ this method without great reserve* 

Bulb IV. 

Several perfect concords of the same denomina- 
tion should never be permitted to succeed each 
other, at whatever pitch they may occur; conse- 
quently, two fifths and two octaves in succession 
are prohibited. 

This prohibition is applicable to every kind of 
strict composition, in two parts, as well as in more. 

Observation . — A suoceesion of octaves renders harmony 
well nigb void ; a succession of fifths forms a discordance, 
because the npper part progresses in one key, while the 
lower moves in another. For example, if to the scale of C 
an upper part be added which gives a perfbet fifth at each 
bar, thus— 
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it follows that one part will be in C, the other in G. 
It is from this concurrence of two heys that the discordance 
arises, and, consequently, the prohibition to introduce several 
fifths in succession ; as, even when the movement of the 
parts, instead of being conjunct, is diyunct, the discordance 
none the less exists. 



This is one of the defects arising from ‘ direct movement,’ 
which we promised should be pointed out. 

Consecutive fifths have been, and still are tolerated 
in * contrary movement,' because if they be of the 
same kind, the movement makes thorn change their 
species. 



In this example it will be seen that one is a twelfth, 
and the other a fifth, which alters the matter. Never- 
theless, it is forbidden to use this liberty in two- 
part counterpoint, particularly that of note against 
note. The method is tolerated in middle parts 
when, writing for four voices, there is difficulty in 
mitking the parts flow well. 

The pupfl luay meet with consecutive fifths in 
works of free composition — as operas, symphonies, 
^c. — but such licenses are only tolerated in that 
kind of composition. 

Eulb V. 

Passing to a perfect concord by direct movement 
is prohibited, except when one of the two moves a 
semitone. This exception is tolerated. 

|>v«Mblted morexnients : 





because, supposing the distances formed by the 
intervals to be filled by notes of inferior value ascend- 
ing or descending, the result would be either two 
fifths or two octaves — called c^mcealed fifths or 
octaves : — 


Example 14 with the mtervals filled by crotchets. 



Observation . — This rule, at first sight, seems ill-founded ; 
because, the intervening crotchets not being written down 
by the composer, the two fifiha or two octaves do not 
perceptibly exist. But the singer may add these crotchets; 
and in that case, the two fifttis or two octaves are clearly 
heard. The ancient composers, in order to guard against 
the objectionable feature which would arise from the singer’s 
inconsiderate license, forbade going to a perfect concord by 
direct movement. The use of contrary movement in prefer- 
ence is excellent, because it avoids the defect — hidden 
though it be — of which direct movement is th« cause. This 
rule, also, indicates yet another objectionable result of direct 
movement. 

The case of the tolerated movement shown in 
Example 15 is different; inasmuch as, on filling up 
with crotchets the spaces marked by the intervals, 
there result, it is true, two fifths, but one is imper- 
fect^ the other perfect. 


Example 15 with crotcbeta. 



These two fifths are tolerated because they are 
not of the same nature, and because the discordancy 
of which we have spoken as arising from perfect 
fifths in succession is not present. The old composersy 
however, avoided this progression in two-part 
counterpoint. It was only when writing for several 
voices that they availed themselves of it in one of 
the middle parts, to escape from some embarramn^ 
position. 

Rule VI. 

All movement should be diatonic o^r natural in 
regard to melody; and conjfihH movement hotter 
suits strict counterpoint than disjunct niovtoent*. 
Aecordmgiy the m^dor and minor secon^^ 
and minor third, perfect fourth, perfect filth*, rwnor 
sixth, and octave^ ere permitted, eithet in ascmidm^ 
or descending "'"’tfle 'au|^erttO(l foirfth,or„ 
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imperfect fifth, and major and minor seventh, are 
expressly prohibited either in ascending or des- 
cending. 

Observafion . — This rule is a very wise one ; and the ancient 
masters had the more reason to observe it, because they 
■^rrote for voices alone, without accompaniment They thus 
obtained an easy and coi rcct melody where the prohibited 
movements would have been difficult of intonation. Never- 
theless, the rule is much disregarded in modern composi- 
tions. 

With regard to the movement which should he 
employed in one part with respect to another, con- 
trary movement, as already said, should be preferred 
to oblique, and oblique movement to direct. The 
last should he very seldom employed ; for even 
when all the rules laid down to guard against the 
objectionable features resulting from its frequent 
use are observed, there is no evading another fault — 
one not positively contrary to nile, but contrary to 
good taste, good style, and variety of concords; 
since, by this movement, there would he a long 
succession of either thirds or sixths — producing an 
ejBfect both trivial and monotonous. 


NevorthelofiS, some modem composers have thought fit to 
employ it thus 




In this case they consider the C b and the C fi hut as 
passing alterations, and as notes of little value struck in 
the unaccented part of the bar. 

It is a very great license, barely tolerated in composition 
of ihe freest kind, and to be altogether rejected in strict 
counterpoint. There exists another case in which ttio false 
relation of the octave in harmony may be hazarded, between 
two different chords, as thus: — 


Ex. 2g. 



.. — :j“" 


Falserelation of the 
superfluous Svo. 

.... HZ 







Ex. 18. 




Srds 


Gths 




This example offers the same concords throughout 
the same movement, and consequently the same 
effect. 


Observation . — Not more than three thirds, or three sixths 
may be used iti succession ; to go beyond tliat number would 
be to fall into the errors above stated. 


Eulb VIL 

The false relation of the octave, and of the 
tritone between the parts, should be avoided ; these 
two relations are harsh to the ear — especially that of 
the octave. 

Observation . — Relation signifies the immediate affinity 
which exists between two sounds, successive or simultaneous. 
This affinity is considered according to the nature of the 
interval formed by the two sounds, so that the relation shall 
be true when the interval is true ; it is false when there is 
alteration by excess or diminution. Among false relations in 
harmony those only are accounted as such in which the two 
sounds do not equally belong to the key in which they occur. 
The diminished octave, or the sui-erfluous octave, is a false 
relation in melody as in harmony, however it may be used. 
The disagreeable effect it produces may be mitigated, but 
not entirely destroyed. The employment of this mtei-val is, 
theiefore, prohibited in melody . 


False relations of the diminished octave and the superfluous octave. 



^ Ex. 19. 
a. 



sszq 

E 


^ ■ 

‘ 

h. 


In harmony, the use of these octaves struck simulta- 
^busly, and prolonged for some time, is inadmissible. 



The G natural in Example 22, introduced with the first 
chord in the upper part, fonna a dihcord with the C f in- 
troduced into liie second clund in the lowor i>arf. If the 
HcnHO of hearing bo C(>nsultf<l (Ui the su'j<‘ct. it will 1)0 
agreed that nothing can destroy, in tliiw cast*,* the iinprcHsion 
which the ear has received from the sound of the C iiabtral, 
because it still lasts while the sound of the 0 4 is lH*ing 
struck; the eifect being nearly the same as if tlK*He two 
sounds wore simultanetms. It reason Isi consulted in its 
turn, it will be decided that the discord formed by these two 
sounds originates in tlieir iiTclovance, and from the false 
affinity that exists between tlniin, since 0 natural and C 4 
each belong to two different keys, and the chords which 
severally contain them cannot follow one another in the 
succe&don in which they are here platted, unless other in- 
termediate and relative chords, by linking them together, 
be made to obviate the false relation. What has just been 
said respecting Example 22 is equally applicable to Kx- 
an^le 23. 

In order to render the effect less harsh in the succession of 
these two chords— as it is impossible to destroy it entirely — 
a. means of softening it must be found without employing 
other chords. The means are simple. It must be so 
managed that tne part which has struck the C natural has 
also the altered 0. 









^ By these simple means, and other expedients somewhat 
similar, the unpleasant impression may be in a measure 
mittoted or rendered less^ perceptible, because the ear 
not being hurt so immediamy in this case as in the 
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other, lends itself by degrees to endure the effect of the 
false relation. Nevertheless, in a study of modern strict 
counterpoint, this chromatic movement should he as nmc-li 
as possible avoided. 

The Tritone is always, in melody, a false relation, besides 
being a prohibited movement (see Itiile 6), 

Tttis interval produces also a false relation in harmony, 
especially in two-T[)art counterpoint of the first species, when 
these parts are disposed in such a way that this interval is 
visiblv' present. 

'I'hiB interval is visibly present when the two sounds of 
which it is composed are heard one after the other in the 
two parts, and when the chords which contain them cannot 
belong to the same key, either through their nature or incon- 
sequence of the maimer in which they succeed each other : — 



Care should be taken to avoid entirely this kind of rela- 
tion, in two-part counterpoint more especially ; and if it is 
not to be avoided, endeavour should at least bo made so to 
dispose the part which forms the oountor|.)oint that one of 
the two sounds which constitute the Tritone may be sup- 
pressed, whether a change be made or the came chords be 
preservtd 



By the aid of these corrections, the relation is partly, or 
entirely, veiled. In the other species of counterpoint it is 
easier, as will be seen, to avoid the false relation of the 
Tritone, 

It now remains to be demonstrated how and why the 
Tritone is a false relation in harmony. What 1 am about 
to state applies equally to two-part counterpoint as to that in 
several parts ; and I here subjoin this demonstration in order 
not to have occasion hereafter for mentioning it with so much 
detail. 

In order to explain the cause of this false relation, I take 
the major common chord of G, and immediately follow it 
witlx thid; of 



The succesfflon of these two chords instantly generates 
tlie ffdse relation of ibe Trjtonet Firstly, becattse the 
chdrd, supposing it to be oonsidered as belonging 
to the key of 0, naturally tends to proceed to the tonic 
, or to the relative minor, A, artd not to the suh-domipant. 

^^positig that same chord b4ongsi to the 
oi^ t&f ehord of F batPral which IbUows becomes 


alien to it, since it is requi-iite that the F be in order that 
the analogr between these two chords should exist ; more- 
over, the F if ouglit to cany the chord of the sixth. Thirdly, 
by the same process of reasoning, if the second chord he con- 
sidered as belonging to the key of C, or to the k^y of F, it 
would require, in the former hypothesis, to be followed and 
not preceded by the chord of G, and, in the latter ca'^e, the 
B natural of the chord of G becomes necessarily and evidently 
alien to it, since by analogy^ this B should be flat. Thus, 
then, the F and the B beiog in open contradiction, the one by 
the other, and the one with the other, the consequent relation 
is false. 

It follows that all successions of chords of which one 
contains an F and the other a B, and vice verad^ indisputably 
bring about the fa'se relation of the Tritone. Heie is a 
succession of chords which always present this relationy and 
accoidingly produce a very harsh effect 




Ex. 28. 






Kcile VIII. 

Except in the first bar and the last, imperfect 
concords should be employed in preference to perfect 
ones. The object of this rule is to produce harmony 
by means of imperfect concords, which are more* 
acceptable than the others. Neyertheless, the em- 
ployment of many imperfect corict)r(ls of the same 
denomination would lead to the abuse pointed out 
in Rule VI., which should be carefully avoided. The 
composer should know how to intermingle perfect 
and imperfect concords with taste and discernment, 
in order to give harmony to the counterpoint. 




These samples are rn conformity with the rules 
of strict counterpoint, of the first order. , imperfect - 
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concords are employed witli variety, and more 
frequently than perfect concords. Direct, contrary, 
and oblique movement are judiciously treated ; the 
false relation of the Tritone is avoided, and the 
melody progresses throughout diatonically, with 
ease and elegance. 

Obserx'ations — In order to put in practice all the rules 
above cited, the pupil will reotdve from hia instructor 
a mbject, which he should first place in the bass, and upon 
which he should compose as many different melodies as 
he can invent — employing alternately Soprano, Contralto, 
and Tenor voices. Then he must place this subject in the 
upper part and compose to it several Basses. 

This subject, which the pupil receives from his instructor, 
is called the plain son^ ; the part composed by the pupil ia 
termed Counterpoint, 

There will be found at the end of this treatise several 
different subjects for each of the orders of counterpoint. 
They will give the pupil an opportunity of employing all 
the resources of counterpoint. 

When placing the subject in the upper part, the pupil 
should employ the voice best adapted to the plain-song. 
Sometimes he will find himself compelled to transpose the 
key in order that he may use the different voices without 
exceeding the limits of their conxpass. 

As the last two notes of the subject should always 
progress from the second of the key to the tonic — ^for 

example, for the key of C, ^ the last note 

but one of the part which forms the counterpoint must 
always be a major sixth, and the last note an octave, provided 
the subject be in the Bass. If it be in the upper part, the 
last note but one of the counterpoint will be a minor third, 
and the last note an octave. As thus : — 


Counterpoint, 


Ex. 30. 




Subject car- 
ried into the 
upper paxti 



Subject. 



Counterpoint. 



Before concluding the first order of counterpoint 
a word must be said respecting modulations, and the a 
observations upon this head will he applicable to 
all kinds of strict counterpoint. 

Modulation should never be made, in any piece 
whatever, excepting into keys of which the notes 
determining the mode form part of the original 
scale* 

Supposing 0 is the original key, we can only 
modulate into G major, into A, the relative minor, 
into F major, and into D minor ; and moreover, we 
must only touch, in |)assing, the key of F, because 
it weakens the principal key on account of the B 
fiat which destroys the leading note. The same 
treatment must be pursued with the key of D minor 
for a like reason, more particularly as it destroys the 
tonic by the C % which is the leading note of this 
key. We may dso modulate into E minor, but not 
remain in that key even so long as in the two keys 
above-mentioned, on account of the F jf and the D Jf 
it introduces. The key of B is proscribed, because 
it has no perfect fifth. Supposing, now, the scale to 
be A minor, the relative of 0. "We may first modu- 
late into 0 major, and touch, in passing, the keys of 
F fuajor, and of D minor ; that of £ minor may be 


sustained. The key of B is proscribed in this mode 
for the same reason as in that of C. 

All these modulations are natural and have affinity 
with the principal or original key. Experiemie and 
study will enable the pupil to introduce these several 
keys in a judicious and agreeable manner. 


Two-Part Counterpoint. 


Second order — two notes against one. 


Ruue IX. 

In this order of counterpoint two minims should 
he placed over every semibreve of the subject, 
except in the last bar, where a semibreve should 
always be put against a semibreve. 

The first part of the bar which is occupied by a 
minim is called the accented part of the bar ; and 
the second part occupied by another minim, is called 
the unaccented part of' the bar. 



Rule X. 


In the accented part of the bar should be a con- 
cord ; although there are cases where this may allow 
of variation, — that is to say, the employing a discord 
in the accented part of the bar ; but this can only bo 
in cases where it is needful to guard against too 
disjunct melody, or to avoid other objectionable 
points. 

The 'maccented part of the bar may consist of a 
concord, or, better, of a discord, provided this latter 
be introduced between two cocncords, and that the 
movement of the melody In such 

a case, the discord is called s, passing one. 


(I) 


Note againfit note. 
Ex. 32. 




-<?>-■ 

3 


Two notes against one^ 


Cone. Disc. 
4 


IS 


1 


n 
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Rule XI. 


In this species the accented part of the bar is not 
finhject to Rule IV.; provided the infraction of that 
rule be corrected in the unaccented part, — by which 
is meant: Firstly, that the unaccented part shall 
strike another concord; Secondly, that frona the 
accented part of the bar to the unaccented the pro- 
cedure shall be by an interval of more than a third ; 
Thirdly, that the movement from the accented to 
the unaccented part shall be contrary. 

Demonstrations . — It is now to be seen, whether, in ful- 
hlling the prescribed conditions, several con a ecu tire fifths 
may he saved. 


Fault according to Rule IV : — 



By ohservitig the conditions of Rule XL, the melody- 
can only he arranged thus ; — 



For it is proHbited to write thus:— 



It follows, from these two methods, that the fifths are not 
saved; firstly, because, in Exatnple 84, the unison which 
occurs in the unaccenW part of the bar, on account of its 
nuMty, can neither mitigate nor destroy the effect of the 
whi<^ precedes it, near of that which follows it ; secondly, 
ijecause, in jShwnp'e 8d, the interval of a third is too irLsig- 
liifioant to work the desired effect 

There is a method by which several consecutive fifths 
may saved ; thus 



But this method is harsh ana dangerous, inasntuch as 
between the first unaccented part and the second accented 
part, there occurs a meiodio progression prohibited by 
Rule VI. This expedient, therefore, is available to save two 
consecutive fifths only, and not more ; and even then it 
must be in cases where the melody and the harmony violate 
MO rule. 

Let us now see whether, given the prescribed conditions, 
several consecutive octaves can be saved. 

Fault according to Rule IV : — 



According to Rule XL, these means may not bo 
employed : — > 



All the conditions are fulfilled by the method following, 
and the octaves are saved, at least according to the rule : — 



^ But even this method is not exempt from reproach, 
since, in order to save several octaves, two fifths are in- 
troduced in the two unaccented parts which succeed each 
other ; and although whatever occurs in the unaccented 
part of a bar is not regarded with extreme rigour, yet the 
two fifths are not the less perceptible to the ear. 

The following examples are better, because they offer 
no such objectionable point, and because they do not 
redeem one fault by another : — 


Ex. 40. 


r=^— — C— n-=-— CT--=— -ri 



\ 
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85 8 8886 8 





Nevertheless, it is to be observed that this method eff . 
saving either two fifths or two octaves was regaided by the 
ancient precisians as reprehensible in two-part eotmlwpoint. 

I am or the same opinion ; and I think that when two 
accented parts succeed each other in fifth or in octave the 
impression is not destroyed, whatever may be the inter- 
vening note placed on the unaccented part produced by the 
two fixfii'S or two octaves, unless indeed the tnovement be 
dew, in which case, eadh portaen being taken for an entii’6 
bar, unaccented parts may be accept^ i^s so many 
accented ones. This reasmfing, however, is specious, and 
should not tsMbRsh a law. 




14b 


A TREATISE ON 


It follows that the present rule must be applied only to 
composition in more than two parts ; or at any rate employed 
in this order very rarely, and as a means of eluding some 
perplexing point. 

These remarks and examples upon the subject of consecu- 
tive fifths and octaves have been set down, not so much for 
the sake of proving by example that they may be saved in a 
stated manner, as to show the little force of this rule, which 
I look upon as having been added to the severe rules of the 
ancient classical authors. Notwithstanding its want of force, 
however, it may occasionally be of some use. 

Rule XII. 

In counterpoint of the present species, it is per- 
mitted to have a single, chord in each bar, or to 
introduce two. When a single chord is intro - 
daced7"ea^(5lrminim must mark a different concord, 
bat both must belong to the same chord. 



When two chords are used, the accented part of 
the bar will be occupied by a concord belonging 
to one chord, and the unaccented part will, in its 
turn, consist of another concord belonging to a 
different chord : — 



Rule XIII. 


With two notes against one, it is easy to avoid 
entirely the false relation of the tritone. This 
facility arises from the power of dividing the bar 
into two different chords. 



The chord of the t placed between the common 
chords of E and F suffices to destroy the effect of 
the false relation. The following example offers 
a similar method for its avoidance : — 



Rule XIY* 


In this species of counterpoint, whether the sub- 
ject occur in the upper part or the lower, a minim 
rest instead of a note may be placed in the accented 
P^t of the first bar, provided the unaccented part 
consist of a perfect concord : — 



This is more elegant than when the two parts 
begin at the same time. 


Rule XY. 

In the first species the disjunct movement of a 
minor sixth is permitted ; in the second species it 
should be employed only when the parts, by the 
nature and pitch of the theme, approach each other 
so nearly that there would be a difficulty in pre- 
serving their mutual distance otherwise than by 
this movement. It is likewise permitted in similar 
cases, as in the first order, to cross the parts — that is 
to say, to let one part pass above or below the other. 

All the other movements permitted in the first 
species are retained in the second. 

Observation . — The leap of a minor sixth is here in a 
measure prohibited, because this interval being more difficult 
of intonation than all the other permitted intervals, par- 
ticularly in ascending, it becomes still more so in species 
where notes of the smallest value occur, as these leave less 
time for preparing the intonation than notes of greater value. 

Rule XYI. 

When the subject lies in the lower part, and termi- 
nates by descending from the second of the key to the 
tonic (D 0 in the key of 0), the counterpoint at the 
last bar but one should be (if possible) a fifth in 
the accented part, and a major sixth in the unac- 
cented part of the bar : — 


Subject, 

When the subject lies in the upper part, the 
counterpoint should he (if possible) a fifth in the 
accented, and a third in the unaccented part of the 
bar 

Subject. 


This rule forms a seq^uel to what was said 
respecting the two last bars of a subject in the 
observations which conclude the portion that treats 
of counterpoint of the first species (Yide p, 12.) 

Observations . — ^All the other rules of the first species which 
may be necessary to the present, are retained here in all their 
rigour. It is, therefore, useless to recite them, as the pupil 
can refer to and consult them, or see by the experience he 
has already gained, the cases in which these rules serve to 
guide Mm. 

Here follows the example of a lesson in the second order, 
that the pupil may perceive, at one view, how he is to 
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It will be noticed in the above example, at the passage 
where there is a *, that, instead of placing the discord in 
the unaccented part of the bar, according to Eule S., it 
is placed in the accented portion. As I have asserted that 
this method may be employed, I have expressly introduced 
it here for the sake of giving an example, I might have 
contrived difterently; but, by putting the discord in the 
accented part of the bar, 1 obtain a more free and elegant 
melody; and this is one of the objects which may justify an 
infringement of the rule. In the course of studying, the 
pupil will meet with other cases in which this method may 
be employed. Upon going through these examples, it will 
be seen how the codnterpoint should proceed to be in con- 
formity with all the rules, and to have the melody easy 
as well as in the style which suits with this kind of com- 
position. 

Two-paet Counterpoint. 

Third species — Four crotchets against one 
semibreve. 

Rule XVII. 

In tills species of counterpoint, eacli of the two 
parts of the bar, — the accented as well as the un- 
accented, — is divided by two crotchets. 

To be in conformity with the style of the ancient 
composers, it is necessary, as regards these crotchets, 
as much as possible to employ conjunct m ovement 
in preference to disjunct movemeElT 

Rule XVIII. 

The first crCtchet in the accented part of the bar 
should always be a concord ; the second, the third, 
and the fourth may be alternately consonant and 
dissonant, provided each discord come between two 
concords, and that the melody progress by con- 
junct movement, afs well ascending as descending. 




3987 5 6789 3 



When the counterpoint is made to proceed by 
disjunct movement, the sounds which progress by 
this movement must be all consonant : — 




6 7 8 6 


6 3 4 5 


5 3 + 3 




Upon examining this example, it will be found 
to contain the unison twice. This seems at first 
si'^ht a fault, but, in the present order, the unison 
is tolerated on account of the slight value of the 
notes, — except, however, at the commencement of 
the bar. 


Supplementa'ry digression . — When the second crotchet of 
the first part of the bar, and even of either part, was dis- 
sonant, the ancient contrapuntists occasionally passed to the 
concord by a movement of a third, ascending or descending. 





The multiplied examples of thi^ exception to the rule 
met with in classical authors, and the reiterated use made 
of it by them, give Warrant for" thinking that this lieeh*se 
may b§ converted into a precept. But what end 
the present rule serve Were a method admitted t bat 
fitroys its effect ? Better far that such a,jlie^se ; sbordd 
neither be adn^itted nor tolerated in strict counterpoint. 
These different passages froth the coruposbi's Ate ^iUb- 
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mitted for the inspecfeion of pupils in order that they 
ujay know what to understand when, in examining the 
works of the Classics, they come to passage s where this 
license has been practised. No tradition gives us the reason 
why the Classics thus faultily deviated from the rule. I 
cannot understand why, instead of doing thus : — 




Ifi 

g. I-,,,,,: — L. u— 

8 7 5 6 6 

r-— KC 




they did not 
prefer follow- 
ing the rule 
thus : — 



or why they wrote as follows : — 



In the latter example are two discords which succeed each 
other and violate the rule; but it is permitted in certain 
cases to use them thus, provided the discords succeed each 
other by conjunct movement : occasionally, passages will ^ 
met with wherci it is necessary to introduce two discords in 
succession. To return to what has been said above, I see no 
reason which excuses the classics for having employed dis- 
cords by disjunct movement, if it he not that, for the sake of 
greater variety, and in conshieiation of the small value of 
crotchets, they caused the discord to leap by the interval of 
a third, which is the smallest next to a second, and conse- 
q^uently very easy of intonation. 


Ettxe XIX. 

Neither a single crotchet, nor two, nor some- 
times even three, in two-part counterpoint avail to 
save two consecutive fifths or octaves, although in 
certain cases, contrary movement is employed, or 
a leap greater than a third. 


Example of a crotchet. 



Example of three crotchete. 






ligjUn^ 



1 




[a 


Fault. Fault. 


Rule XX. 

If, in the preceding kinds of two-part counter- 
point, le$ps of a major sixth, or minor sixth, and 
amse of a tritone and of a false fifth have been 
prohibited, they are still more strictly forbidden in 
the present order, on account of the slight value 


of the notes, and the short time which the voice 
has to prepare for assuring the intonation ot harsh 
intervals. 

The interval of the tritone must also he avoided 
as hard of intonation, and as disagreeable to the 
ear ; even when reached by filling in with conjunct 
sounds, ascending or descending. 



The harshness of these passages arises from the 
circumstance that the B and the F always occur at 
the extremes of pitch in the melody ; and, as thi 
extreme sounds make a more immediate appeal to 
the ear than the intervening sounds, it follows 
that the ear, in the cases above shown, is sensible 
of the harshness of the tritone, which efiect the 
other sounds can neither totally efface nor even 
eftectually dissipate. 

There are cases where the tritone, ascending or 
descending by gradual notes, may he introduced, 
without the objection shown in the above example. 
It is when the two sounds which form the interval 
of the tritone do not occur at the extremities of 
the melody, and are contained in a series of con- 
junct sounds. 



It will be seen by these two examples that the 
tritone is hidden between the extreme sounds with 
very softened effect ; and that by this means the 
disagreeable impression it produces is far less per- 
ceptible if not altogether destroyed. 

Rule XXI. 

In this order of counterpoint, just as in the pre- 
ceding order, a rest at the first bar of the p^ 
which forms the counterpoint may he used. The 
rest will be of no longer duration than a crotchet, 
and the note which foUpws it must be a concord. 
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Rule XXII. 

In the bar before the last the first crotchet of the 
counterpoint should be a third, if possible. If the 
counterpoint lie in the upper part it will ascend by- 
degrees to the octave or unison of the last bar, and if 
the counterpoint lie in the lower part it will descend 
by an interval of a third, again to ascend by degrees 
to the octave or unison of the last bar. 



Rule XXIV. 

Syncopation should always have a concord at the 
unaccented part of the bar, but the accented may be 
either a concord or a discord at pleasure. If the 
accented portion be a conco^ the composer in at 
liberty to make the melod^Tprogre^ by degree or by 



6 38 36 3836 



This rule is not stringent, and another method 
may be pursued when the subject is so constructed 
as not of necessity to demand this procedure. 

In concluding this present species I give a model 
of four crotchets against a semibreve. 








^ Subject. 












Two-paet Cootteepoint. 
Fourth spedes — On syncopation. 


Rtjle XXIIL 

This species of counterpoint allows of two minims 
only against a semibreve. By syncopation is meant 
a semibreve of which the first half occurs in the 
unacceiited part of a bar and the other half in the 
accented part of the following bar. 



If the accented portion be a discord the melody 
must descend by^^dng^e upon a concord and not 
otherwise. ThisTscalled resolving a discord, — as 
the pupil must be aware, if he have studied harmony. 



Rule XXV. 

Discords on the accented part must be prepa red 
i>y a concord and resolved by another concordT^ 



preparation. resolution. 



In a succession of syncopations dissonant on the 
accented part of the bar the concord of resolution 
naturally becomes the concord of preparation to the 
discord that follows it. ^ 



These discords are only suspensions of the con- 
cords, since, by leaving out the discord in each bar 
of the preceding example, the progression become* 
no other than a succession of concords. 



From this it will at once be perceived upon what 
concord a discord should be resolved ; conBe<|tiently 

B 
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it is proliibited to make a succession of seconds 
resolved upon the unison, or a succession of ninths 
resolved upon the octave. 

. Ex. 68. 




^ — gEEgErzg- 


1 3 > 2 Uniaon 2 Unison**^ 8 9 8 9 8 

_ 



^ 

t - U 


By leaving out the discord in each bar of this 
example there will be a succession of unisons, as 
regards the seconds, and a succession of octaves, as 
regards the ninths. 


Ex. e 






8 Unison Unison 




The same prohibition exists if the counterpoint 
lies in the lower part, when it might be believed 
thvat such successions could be employed. As a 
consociuence of this precept successions of discords 
such as occur in the following example, must not bo 
introduced : — 


Ex. ro. 





By leaving o\it tlie syncopation a prohibited suc- 
cession of concords appears : — 



JDX. ( 1. 

=:-^— =^— p-g— =g=|f 

-‘nar — 

8 5 



5 5 5 5 


Without using discords the danger of making suc- 
cessive octaves, as well as fifths, may be incurred : — 

Ex. 72. 




8 6 8 S 8 5 8 


6 5 



^ By leaving out the syncopations the false progres- 
sion of the preceding example is made apparent : — 


Ex. 73 




, It will be seen that to ascertain whether all the 
prescribed laws of this species are fultilled without 
committing a single fault there is nothing ruHnlful 
but to leave out the syncopation in each bar, which 
aflbrds complete proof. 

Rule XXVI. 

In two-part counterpoint of the present species 
it is necessary as much as possible to abstain from 
employing the discords of the fourth and the nintL 
That of the seventh is preferable to these, wdien the 
counterpoint lies in the upper part; and that of tho 
second, when the counterpoint lies in the lower part. 


Rm^E XXVII. 

The law of syncopation should be observed in 
each bar. If, however, this constraint reiider the 
melody difficult to sustain at a medium pit(ffi, the 
syncopation carrying it too much above, or too 
much below ; or if it It^ad to phrases too nearly 
allied, or involve tho introduction of passages too 
perplexing, then syncopation itiust bo deferrtd for 
one bar, or two at most. This cxpcdiimt should 
be employed only after all possible methods of 
syncopation have been tried in vain. 


Rule XXVIII. 

In this species, at the last bar but one, the 
syncopation of the seventh should invariably be 
introduced when the count erjjoint lies in the upper 
part, and the syncopation of tho second when the 
counterpoint lies in the lower part. 


Ex. 74. 







Rule XXIX. 

As in counterpoint of two minims against a 
semibreve, so in the species now under discussion, 
a half rest at the first bar may be employed before 
commencing the counterpoint. 


Example of a losson in the present speeded. 
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Subject. 







TwO-PAET CotTNTEEPOINT. 

Fifth species-^florid counterpoint. 

Tins species is composed of the four preceding 
orders employed alternately in the part which forms 
the counterpoint, and in addition to the characters 
of notation already recognised, quavers and dotted 
minims are included. 

Eule 5cxx. 

Quavers should succeed each other by conjunct 
movement, rarely by disjunct movement. In order 
to follow the style of the, ancient composers no more 
than tocu-quavers should be placed in each bar. 
''riiese quavers must never occur in the fifsTEalf of 
a sub-division, but in the second. 


Ex. 76. 



If fotir q\iavers be employed in a bar they should 
occur in the two latter halves of each sub-division, 
and not follow each other consecutively. 



In general it is well to use this character sparing- 
ly, not to multiply quavers too much ; else, the 
counterpoint becomes too jumping and uncongenial 
with the style appropriate to this kind of composition. 
Otherwise, quavers are subject to the same laws that 
govern crotchets as regard passing discords. It will 
be seen hereafter how they are to be employed with 
respect to prepared discords. 

EtriiB XXXI. 

Care should be taken to give as much elegance as 
possible to the melody without, however, perverting, 
as has been already said, the severe character of the 
Style which distinguishes strict counterpoint. It 
will not he out of place to repeat here that contrary 
apd oblique movement— and consequently synco- 
p^ation — are the best means to employ for ensuring 
in florid counterpoint. It is likewise essen- 
to bear in mind that, when employing all the, 


admitted Characters of notation, they should be 
introduced with tact, in order to avoid a too frequent 
recurrence of the same forms. 

Ettee XXXII. 

The dot serves as a diminution to the semibreve, 
inasmuch as it converts it first into a dotted minim, 
and then into a crotchet or two quavers. 

Ex. 78. First diminution Second diminution 

or variation. 

Diminutions or variations of this kind may also 
occur in syncopations and, by their means, the dura- 
tion of the discords is lessened. These diminutions 
give much grace to the melody. 


Simple form. 

1st Variation. 

2nd Var. , Srd Var. . 

*23^3^4 = 

7 6 

7 6 

- [ ■■ - 
*76 76 




Ef— ^ 

4th Var. 


■ IJ 

*onn. Ist Var. 2nd Var, 



^ 7 6 76 76 76 

— 

V Srd Var. 

=0 - 

4th Var. 


7 6 7 6 


m - 






EULE xxxni. 

The counterpoint in this species is subject, — ^with 
respect to the last bar but one, — to the same rule as 
that of the species preceding. Eule XXIVIII should 
■ therefore be consulted, where mention is also made 
of the first bar, which should be simfiarly treated 
in florid counterpoint. 

Example of a lesson in the present epeoies. 
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Subject. 






THEBE-PABT COUNTERPOIITT. 

First s])ecies — note against note. 

Three-part counterpoint is not so strict as two- 
part counterpoint. It may even be said that rigorous 
strictness belongs, hxfact, only to the latter. The 
severity of the rules relaxes in proportion as the 
difhculties multiply, and these difficulties increase 
in exact ratio with the number of parts that are 
made to progress together. Nevertheless, this is no 
reason for entire emancipation from the severity 
which marks the kind of composition in question ; 
for there is a wide diffierence between the facilities 
granted to this kind of composition and those which 
have been assumed in modern music. 


Eras XXXIV. 

In tills species of counterpoint the harmony 
should be complete in e‘ach bar as often as may be 
w’ithout rendering the melody too disjointed and 
consequently too difficult. It will therefore some- 
times be necessary, instead of always employing 
complete chords, to suppress a note of a chord and 
double one of those that remain, in order to obtain 
a more flowing melody in the parts and, at the 
same time, more variety of effect, — variety which 
is produced by the mixture of complete and incom- 
plete chords. 


81 . 



Each chord in this example is complete, but, 
although the parts sing tolerably well, they sing still 
better in the following example, where the chords 
are not complete throughout : — 



Example 82, less complete than Example 81 is 
for that very reason, more easy as well as moi'e 
elegant. 

Eitle XXXV. 

The first bar should, generally speaking, consist 
of the common chord ; it may, however, happen, — 
on account of the diapason or compass of the voices, 
or else on account of the bar which follows, — that, 
instead of employing the common chord thus, 
it becomes necessary to use it thus, and even to 
curtail it of some one of its membtTS. In such 
a case the following forms of usage may be adopted: 
8 or I or I or I or I ; this last, by offering 
throughout tne same sound, produces the same 
effect as the unison. It is permitted to commence 
in this manner. 

As to employing the common chord in the last 
bar, these are the forms to be adopted : | 5 | 

or I or |, as much as may be possible ; but it is 
frequently difficult, and sometimes even impossible, 
to employ either of these fonns when the stibject 
lies in the lower part. In such a case the third and 
the octave must be used to conclude with. The 
ancient composers usually finished with the major 
third, whatever might bo the nature of the prii dpal 
key, and gave as a reason that, the minor third 
being more imperfect than the major third the latter 
was preferable in conclusion. 

Eule XXXVI. 

The parts should be kept at a suitable distance 
from one another, but the nearer they approach the 
better will bo the effect they produce. There are 
cases where this rule admits of exceptions, but the 
endeavour should bo to use them rarely, and so to 
manage as, where possible, to avoid their necessity. 
In order to facilitate the moans of observing this 
rule it is permitted, in a difficult position, to make 
one of the upper parts pass below an under part. 

Rule XXXVII. 

It is prohibited in three-part counterpoint, as in 
two-part counterpoint, to make hidden fifths or 
octaves either between the two extreme parts, or 
between the intermediate part and one of the two 
other parts. 

It is allowable, but very rarely, to deviate from 
this rule (as regards the intermediate part alone) 
in a case where its strict observance would impede 
the progress of the two other parts, or give rise to 
some still greater objection in the following bar. 

There is no exception as regards the extreme 
parts with each other. 

Observation . — is useless to mention here the rule which 
prohibits two fifths and two wtaves in succession, since this 
rule applies to all hinds of composition. 

In like manner the prohibition against the introduction of 
two hidden fifths or octavi^s between the extreme parts holds 
good in all kinds of strict composition. 
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Ettle XXXVIII. 

In incomplete chords, the third or the sixth must 
not he heard in two parts at a time. It is prohibited 
to double the one or the other, on account of its im- 
perfection and because it impoverishes the harmony. 
The doubled fifth or doubled octave is tolerated in 
incomplete chords, on account of its perfection. 
This rule, however, is subject to many exceptions, 
and there are several cases in which, for the sake of 
good harmony and in order to effect a judicious pro- 
cedure of the parts, in short, to avoid important 
faults, the doubling of imperfect concords is allowed 
when all means of managing otherwise have been 
tried in vain. 


Example of this rule strictly follo'wed. 



Ettle XXXIX. 

The upper parts should never form fourths with 
the lower part ; consequently, the chord of the 
fourth and sixth must never be employed. A fourth 
between the intermediate part and the upper part is 
tolerated, as, for example, in the chord or in the 
incomplete common chord, according to the formula, 
I allowed in the first bar and last bars. 

Eulb XL. 

The chord should always be complete in the last 
bar hut one. 

In conclusion, an example of a lesson in three 
parts, of this species, is presented to the view of the 
student ; — 





Subject. 





ThBEE-PA.BT COUKTEBPOIFT. 

Second species — two minims against a spri^hrece, 
Euxb XLI. 

This species of counterpoint is subject to the same 
laws as the second order of two-part counterpoint ; 
with the difference that, under favour of the two 
minims sustained by the complete common chord, 
two fifths placed each in the accented part of the 
bar may be savecj, as shown by the following 
example : — 



The melody of the middle part, which would bo 
prohibited in two parts, is here tolerated on account 
of the higher part, the harmony of which conceals 
the defect of that in the middle part. This license 
is not admitted in the extreme parts, and, although 
tolerated in the middle part, it should nqt be abused, 
but be taken advantage of in the most mfficqlt situdH 
tions alone. 
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Rule XLII. 

The two minims against one semibreve should be 
placed in each bar in a single part only at a time; 
the two other parts shoxild contain only semibreves. 



or 





Rule XLIIL 

Doubling the third at the accented part of the bar 
should be avoided. This prohibition does not hold 
good in the unaccented part, where the third may 
be doubled. 





3 8 

\ 




6 3 6 






8 3 6 



There are cases in which the doubling of the third 
upon- the accented part of the bar is unavoidable ; 
but they are — or should be — extremely rare. 


Rule XLIV. 

A unison upon the accented part of the bar is 
only permitted when it is actually impossible to 
contrive otherwise. It is allowed at the first and 
the last bar. It is tolerated upon the unaccented 
portion. 



Rule XLY, 

The part which introduccH the two minima should 
commence on the nnac^cented part of the bar; the 
accented portion being occupied by a half-rest It 
is more elegant to open thus ; — 



Rule XLVL 

Both in the present species and in those which 
follow it is allowed — as was remarked with regard 
to the preceding kind — to cross the parts on occa- 
sions of emergency ; that is, to cause the upper part 
to pass below the lower. At the same time, the 
power to do this is only granted for the space of one 
or two bars at the utmost. 


Rule XLVIL 

It has heen prohibited, in the second order of 
two-part counterpoint, to strike the same sound 
twice in the part introducing the two minims- This 
prohibition holds good in the present species; 
although this rule is subject to ex(!cptit>n, and the 
exception is even authorised by the example of classi- 
cal authors. The exception affects the last bar but one 
— and no other; it is intended to obviate the objection- 
able points which might arise out of the nature of the 
given subject — as in the following example :• — 


p.v on 




Counterpoint constnictod in the manner shown in 
these two examples offers on the one hand, the 
unison upon the accented part of the bar with the 
upper part,, and on the other, ** the unison with the 
lower part. Hero are two other examples which get 
rid of these objectionable points, at tfxe same time 
fulfilling all the prescribed rules ; — 



In this way, by taking advantage of the exception 
just cited, the objectionable points which occur in 
Example 90 are avoided, and, since there exists 
no express law to prohibit syncopation in this 
species, it may be introduced without reprehension^ 
provided it be employed nowhere else than in the 
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last bar but one. At tb© same time, if this discord 
can be avoided, it should not be used. The follow- 
ing examples serve to show that there are many 
positions in which it is very easy to avoid syncopa- 
tion in the last bar but one. 



, Sulaject. 



Thbeb-pabt Cototebpoint. 

Third species — -four crotchets against a semihrere. 

All that has been enjoined in the third species of 
two-part counterpoint with respect to four crotchets 
should here be recalled. In the present species 
they are aifected by the same precepts. 

Etoe XLVIII. 

It should be endeavoured, as much as possible, to 
cause the complete common chord to be heard at the 
beginning of the accented part of the bar. If no 
means can be found for this, it is indispensable to 
let it be heard at the commencement of the unac- 
cented portion. 
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Rule XLIX. 

In the preceding species one single part intro- 
duced the two minims, while the two other parts 
had only semibreves. In the present species the 
same rule must he observed with regard to the 
four crotchets. 

Rtjee L. 

Syncopation, which was allowed at the last bar 
but one in the preceding species, is inadmissible 
in the present, because it cannot take place, on 
account of the four crotchets. Here are several 
examples of divers ways of concluding : — 

_ > Ex. 96. Subject. 


When the pupil has gonti through these exercises, 
placing the crotchets in each part in turn, he may 
intermix the preceding speciis.s — viz., the two 
minims, with the present, after the manner indi- 
cated in the following exaniphis. In this case, 
the part occupied by the minims commences aftt^r 
that takeix up by the crotchets. (See the subjoined 
examples) : — 

Ex. 07. 






Examples of a lesson In the present species. 
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In this mixture of the two species, it is well- 
nigh impossible but that one of the two parts be 
almost continually disjunct. Dispense, therefore, 
with the rigour of the rule, which enjoins the em- 
ployment of conjunct movement in preference to 
disjunct. 

Thkee-paet Cowterpoint. 

Fourth species — on syncopation. 

In the species about to be discussed, what has 
been said with reference to the analogous one in 
two-part counterpoint must be borne in mind, 
since the same laws serve here as a guide. It re- 
mains but to indicate the manner in which a third 
part should be introduced during syncopation. 

Rule LI. 

It has been already said, — and it is necessary to 
repeat here — that in the system of strict counter- 
point among the ancients the syncopation, or discord, 
is but a suspension of the concord. On this prin- 
ciple, it follows, that the syncopation does not 
affect the nature of the chord in which it is placed, 
but that it merely suspends a consonant member of 
that chord. Consequently, the discord must descend 
gradually on the concord it has suspended, after 
having been prepared by another concord, forming 
part of the preceding chord. The other parts, 
therefore, should be, at the moment of the syncopa- 
tion, in concord with the resolution of the discord. 


Example without syncopation. 



p —J=^ 

- 


— I 

— 





Example with syncopation. 



First form. 



Leaving out the syncopations, this second form is the result. 



According to the theory that discords are but suspensions 
of concords, the result offered by the second form ih faulty 
in consequence of its presenting a succession of fifths, which 
is forbidden. Although this re.sult is defective, the first form 
is not so according to the authority of the Classics, who did 
not scruple to employ syncopations in this manner, affirming 
that the discord in this case saves the fifths which result. 
It is true that they never employed so prolonged a succession 
of discords of the kind ; but in any ease their opinion appears 
to me erroneous, notwithstanding that custom has sanctioned 
it; for, on the principle that the discord is a mere suspension 
of the concord, it should not aficct tne nature of a chord, it 
can only suspend the effect : but smce the Classics have pro- 
nounced judgment, we must of course submit. Not being 
able, therefore, to denounce a sanctioned error, the least that 
can be done is to endeavour to use it rarely, in difficult 
dilemmas, and only to take advantage of this disposal of a 
syncopation during two bars at most. The following example 
in in the same c1>ass with the preceding one ; subject to the 
same objections, and to the same needful precautions. 



The same classical authorities who have given their 
approval to the forms of syneopati/oi above cited, condemn 
a succession of discords in the progression stated below. 



It is seen, by this latter example, that the two 
other parts are the same whether the syncopation 
be employed or not, and that while being struck 
with the discord they naturally form a concord with 
its resolution. 

Observation . — What has been said in the preceding rule 
with reference to the syncopation placed in one of the two 
upper parts equally affects the syncopation placed in the 
lower part. Nevertheless, if certain precnutionsbe not taken, 
isuoh faults may arise as are about to he j^laced before the 
pupil, from the commission of which he must escape with 
skill and discernment. 

Suppose, for instance, a succession of syncopations such 
as this 


The more perfect concords are (say the Classics) the 
less harmonious are they, and discords prepared by con- 
cords, such as the octave or xhe unison, cannot save the 
objectionable point which is the result. This objectionable 
point is striking ; since, by leaving out the syncopations of 
example 101, mere will be a succession of octaves between 
the extreme parts. 


Ex. 102. 



The effect of all this is that discords, according t6 
the Classics, and notwithstanding the severity of this fcin^ 
of composition, may save consecutive fifths, but 
never can save consecutive octaves. ^ 
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Rtjle LTI. 


In this species all the discords may be employed — 
Tiz., the discord of the second; of Jour th; of 
the sfiventh ; and of the ninth. 

The discord of the second should be accompanied 
by the perfect Jourth, and can occur only in the 
lowest part. 





There are cases where the discord of the second 
may be accompanied by the fifths and this is more 
in conformity with the true principles of strict 
counterpoint, which prohibit, in some measure, the 
employment of the imperfect fifth — an interval 
not avoided in Example 103. 


Example of tho 2nfl accompanied Example of the 2nd accompanied 

by tho 4th. by the 5th. 



4 5 5 6 



The discord of the fourth should be accompanied 
by the fifth. This discord may occur in the 
middle part, or in the highest part. 



The discord of the seventh should be accompanied 
by the third, and resolved upon the siooth. It can 
only occur in one of the two upper parts. 



The discord of the ninth should be accompanied 
by the third, and resolved upon the octave. It may 
be placed in the middle part, or in the higher part. 



Rule LITI. 


"V^Tien hy the naiure of tht^ given subject, by the 
progression of the harmony, or by tho disposal and 
manner of singing the parts, it is impossible to 
syncopate, either with tho discord, or without tho 
discord, without reprehensible consequen<*es, syn- 
copation may bo dispensed with altogether, or a 
half-rest in the middle of the piece, and even an 
entire rest at the commencement, may be atloptecl. 

. > Ex. 108. 












Rule LIV. 

It is recognised tliat discords must be prepare.'' 
and resolved by concords. There are enreum- 
stances, however, where a discord can be prepared 
and resolved by another discord. 










These combinations can only take place when 
the lower part sustains the same sound during 
several bars in succession. Provided the first dis- 
cord * be prepared by a concord, and the last dis- 
cord * * he resolved hy another concord, all that 
occurs between those extremes may be either con- 
cord or discord alternately, without following the 
prescribed rules, upon condition, however, that the 
unsyncopated part determines the harmony. This 
sustained sound in the lower part is called a pedaL 


Ex. no. Another example. 

y SuWoct. 





By this method, were it impossible to syncopat-e 
otherwise, the pedal might he employed during two 
or three bars, even in the middle of the given sub- 
ject, if the theme admit of it. 





is 


Eule L V. 

The last har but one should have, if the subject 
;admit of it, the discord of the seventh when the 
subject lies in the lower part ; the discord of the 
fourth when the subject lies in the middle part, or 
in the higher part, and the discord of the second 
when the syncopations are placed in the lower part. 


Here is a lesson which may serve as a model to the pupil when he essays the present species 

Ex. U3. ^ ^ — — — — 



After the pupil has gone through this exercise he may combine the second and third species with the present 
by placing the subject in each part in turn, and adopting either of the other two orders for the two other 
parts. 


Subject. 


Sid oxdex. 









28 


A TREATISE ON 


Thuee-paht Counterpoint, 


Fifth &pecie8—jioTxd counterpoint. 

It is superfluous to add fresh rules to the present 
species, since it is composed of all the others ; there- 
fore, what has been hitherto said must serve as the 
basis for treating florid counterpoint. I will merely 
give a model of this species, with tlio remark that 
after having gone through the exercise according to 
the manner shown in the following cxam])le, the 
pTi})iI may combine the second species with the fifth 
and then introduce florid counterpoint into the pai-ts 
which do not form the given subject. 


V Ex. 115. 

Florid counterpoint in one part. 

1 Subject. _ 


:\z :|z 

c c c 

=E-^ F — E 
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n 
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Example of the 2nd species of oomhined florid counterpoint. 
2nd order. 

i*— , — ■ — - - - ^ 


Subject. 

rt-^TT rrlTzrx 1—— -h 

Florid counterpoint, 

— 1 1 

=E-r- F 
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Subject. 


Example of fioiid counterpoint in two parts. 




Florid counterpoint. 




Florid counterpoint. 







Four -PART Counterpoint. 

First species— note against note. 

While the rules of three-part counterpoint arc not 
so severe as those of two-part counterpoint, there is 
ainjile reason why those of the counterpoint now in 
question should be still less rigid. Relative to tins 
there will be found, even among the most classical 
composers f particularly in PAnusTKiNA), instances 
such as might seem, at first sight, actual faulis, or, at 
least, too great licenses; but the various difii<;uk posi- 
tions in which these passages occur, and the fre<pient 
use the masters have made of them, prove that they 
are adopted only under favour of an abatement of 
severity in the rules ; which abatement, as has been 
observed, accrues in proportion to the increased 
number of parts. Thus examples which at first sight 
appear faulty, eventually become authoritative. 


Rule LVI. 

The chords of i and of | being composed of three 
members only, it is necessary to double one of these 
memberB in four-part counterpoint ; thus in the chord 
I all its members may be doubled in turn, accord- 
ing to the position of the parts, but the octave and 
the third should be doubled more freq[uently than 
the unison or the fifth. If one or other of these 
chords be employed when incomplete — which is 
permitted and often necessary — it is then requisite 
to double two of them, or triple one of them, an 
exi)edient to which recourse should be bad only in 
perplexing situations. 


Observation — The employment of the unison in the present 
Bpocies should be avoided as much as iK)H8il>le, especially in 
the upper parts, where, however, it is 8omefcim<!8 tolerated. 
It is permitted in the two under ijarta, provided this per- 
mission be not abused, and that it be employed only after 
having exhausted every means of avoiding it. It is open to 
no reproach, with regard to all the parts, m the first or last 
bar. 

In the same way, all the members of the chord | 
may be doubled, but preference should be given to 
doubling the third rather than the others. Ex- 
perience, and the application of this rule, will instruct 
the pupil how to select with taste the member of 
each chord which it will be most advisable to double. 


Observation — It would be difficult to assign a positive 
reason for the preference to be ^veu to one member of a- 
chord rather than to another, in doubling it. It seems, 
however, that by doubling the third more frequently than 
the other concords a more harmonious combination is 
attained, and that a considerate choice in these doublings 
imparts more or less elegance and natural grace to tlie 
melody of each part, besides leading to the avoidance of 
defective procedure between one part and another. 
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EitAmplas of different aspects of the common chord, and of the chord of the sixth complete; or incomplete hy doubling one of their members. 







These two chords will have more or fewer different 
aspects according to the pitch of the note in the un- 
dermost part. It is for this reason, and because of the 
particular movement in each part, that there is a dif- 
aetiity in employing the complete cnord in each bar. 


Bulb LYII. 

It should be so contrived that the parts aie 
neither too distant from one another nor too near 

especially as r^ards the under part j above all^ 

the employment of several successive thirds betw^ 
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the tenor and the bass should be avoided as much 
as possible. Endeavour must be made to keep the 
parts at a medium and appropriate distance from 
each other. 

Observation . — ^When the parts are brought too nearly 
together towards the under part they produce a dull and 
he^vy effect ; when they are too much dispersed the effect 
is indefinite. 

Rule LYIII. 

With regard to allowing an upper part to pass 
bf-blow ax\ under part, for the space of two or three 
bars at the utmost, what was done in two-part and 
three-part counterpoint may he done here. This 
method may effect the avoidance of many faults 
and induce an easy melody in the parts. 

Eitxb LIX. 

Two octaves and two filths, in succession, by 
direct movement, are invariably prohibited in all 
the parts. But two fifths are tolerated by contrary 
movement in the three upper parts between each 
other, and in the two middle parts with the bass. 
They are sometimes tolerated between the two ex- 
treme parts, but the permission must not he abused ; 
it is when other means have been in vain attempted 
that they may be employed. 

Rule LX. 

It is permitted to pass to a perfect concord by 
direct movement in the two middle parts between 
each other, and in these same parts relatively to 
the soprano and to the bass. This permission does 
not extend to the two extreme parts unless it be 
absolutely needful thus to avoid the commission of 
a greater fault. 


Rule LXL 

The complete common chord should be employed 
at the first bar, but if this obligation prevent an 
easy fiow of melody in all the parts when passing- 
to the second bar, and even to the third, it would 
not be wrong to commence with the incomplete- 
chord. This permission may even be extended to 
the employment of the same sound in all the parts, 
it being understood, however, that the movement, 
of the parts, with respect to what follows, is thua- 
better suited. 


Examples of this latter disposal. 













-o- 


All that has just been said may serve to establish 
also the relation of the last bar with the one that 
precedes it, and with the one which comes before 
that; and the examples above-cited maybe so applied. 

Observation . — By the aid of the rules in this species, an<l 
with the assistance of the precepts set forth in two part 
and three-part counterpoint, the pupil may, aftrr having 
gone through the exercises in the first species, procoea 
to the second, and then to the third, with'*ut need of 
additional rules. By examining the following examples 
it will readily be perceived that all which has been hitherto 
said respecting the three first species is quite sufficient. 









Mill 




After having studied these three species, by placing the given subject in each of the parts in turn, 
the pupil may set himself the task of combining these three orders, after the method indicated in the 
following example : — 



rOTJB-PAET COTOTEEPOIITT. 

Fourth species — on syncopation. 

Besides the established rules for syncopation in 
two-part and three-part counterpoint which should 
serve as a guide in the present order, there are 
other precepts and injunctions to be added to those 
which have been heretofore laid down with regard 
to syncopation. 

Eule LXII. 

In the first place, the chord should always be 
complete in a bar, either when the syncopation 
forms a discord or a concord ; in the latter case, if 
the chord be not complete on the accented part of 
the bar it must necessarily be so on the unaccented 
portion. 


Kule LXIIL 

All the discords may be employed; in what 
manner is here seen : — 

Emplo3nnent of the discord of the fourth. 
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E mplo ymerit of the discord of the seventh. 


rEE!5=ff=:S=E^p' " 


Einplayinent of th^ fburth. 
X. 120 . 2. 


Emplojrment of 
the seventh. 


Observation, — It was said in rule LXII that the chord 
should he complete when the syncopation forms a discord ; 
and upon examining the preceding examples it will 
appear, at first, that the chords are_ not complete at the 
moment of the occurrence of the discord ; nevertheless, 
they are soj if it he remembered that discords are merely 
suspensions of concords. According to that, the discord 
need only he left out, and the resolution substituted, in 
order to make it clear that the chord is complete upon 
the accented part of each bar. 

ExUmion of thi rule,— It has just been seen in what manner 
discoids should be introduced into four parts with but one 
chord in a bar; we will now show another manner of 
employing them, which neoensarily produces two chords in 
a bar, and sometimes alters the resolution of the discord by 
causing it to descend upon another interval than that upon 
"Which it is usually resolved. 
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These Examples inchide two kinds of discords ; one being 
always suspensions, but the concord upon which the suspen- 
sion is rCbOived belongs to a chord which is not that upon 
which the suspension occurs, as in the examples marked 1 
and 2. The others are not suspensions, they are discords 
introduced into the chord, and forming part of it, as in 
examples ABC. Thus are obtained the conaposite chords 
called chord of the dominant seventh, of the seventh, of the 
second, (kc. By these different examples it is seen that the 
discord of the fourth may be resolved upon the fifth, or upon 
the sixth; that the seventh may be resolved upon the sixth, 
or upon the third and the fifth conjointly ; that the discord 
of the ninth is resolved upon the octave or upon the third, 
or upon the sixth ; and that, lastly, the discord of the 
second may be accompanied by the fourth alone, either 
perfect or augmented, or by the fourth and sixth at the 
same time. 

It should be remembered what has been said in Buie LIV. 
respecting the manner of introducing discords upon a sus- 
tained sound in the under part, called a Pedal. We revert 
to it here as a reminder that they may be introduced 
nearly in the same way in four parts ; the fourth part 
making no difference in what has been said. 




By leaving out tlie pedal in these two examples it will be 
seen that what takes place upon the pedal in the first 
example is, in fact, no other than a succession of discords of 
the seyenrh resolved upon the sixth ; and that what takes 
place in the other is a succession of seconds. 

Other examples are given below of different ways of in- 
troducing discords upon a pedal. These examples are 
quoted from the works of Palestrina, and show that this 
cla>sic has used the dihcord of the fourth without preparar 
tion, in order that it may become its own preparation. 




The use of the imperfect fifth is also permitted, in 
the following manner : — 

r-vfx- ! 



prpbrrjCEZx 

25^.— 

tzr;— z± Hr 

1^— 

In vers 
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ion of the parts. ' 

F=°?=i:-r-s>— H- 



— 1 — 4 — 

Inversion of the parts. 

1 


j — 



It might he thought, at first sight, that all these combina- 
tions are inadmissible in the present species, since, in imita- 
tion of the same spwcies in two-part and three- part counter- 
point, 33Qunims should not be employed here except in the 
part where the syncopations occur, while the other three 
parts should have hut one semibreve in each bar ; but in 
this order of four-part counterpoint it is allowed, when the 
case requires it, to substitute occasionally two inininis for 
the semibreve in the parts which do not forna the given 
subject. This method may be employed for dissonant 
syncopations, as well as for consonant syncopations; wherefore, 
by the help of this permission, it is possible to introduce dis- 
cords whenever they may occur, in the manner pointed out 
in the preceding examples, and so easily escape from some 
embarrassing passages. These means should however 
be employed with reserve, and without abuse of the permis- 
sion. The exainple of a given subject, accompanied by three 
other parts, wdll show the proper mode of operation as 
regards the present species. 


Quoted iVom Fucht. 
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m the foregoing example the two minims substituted for a semibreve are not prodigfilTy used ; and this plan Must he 
ob-erved in order to become practised in overcoming the diflS^ulties of having only semibreves in all the parts save that which 
coiiiains the syncopations. See the following example : — 


Subject transposed. 





Ex 127. 

' The crotchet part may . 

Vgin with a rest, thus — ^ 

and the minim part with a har-and-a-half rest, in order 
tok mve more elegance to ;the introduction of each:— 
^ Ex. 128. * . 


Fotrn-pAEa? CouisropEEPoiiirT. 

Fifth s^ecienr^florid connterpoint 
The rules established by the five orders of two- 
part, three-part, and four-part counterpo%|^; 

I suffice for the practice of florid counterpoint, witii-- 
! out need of adding new ones. Here is an examplai 
of the present speidea i 
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Example quoted from Fuchs. 



When the pnpil is sufficiently practised in these exercises, florid counterpoint should be introduced into 
two parts at a time, and, finally, into all the parts, with the exception, of course, of the one containing the 
given subject. 



Example with florid counterpoint in all the parts. 



CoxJOTEBi^onrT m five, six, seven, and eight eeai* 

PAETS. 

Ey the term 7'eal parts is understood parts pro- 
ceeding together, each with a melody of its own. 

It has already been observed that in proportion 
as the number of parts increases the rigidity of the 
rules lessens. It is therefore necessary to say here 
that in the species about to be treated of unisons 
are tolerated, as well as two fifths, by contrary 
movement, even between the extreme parts. Much 
reserve should however be shown in the employ- 
ment of these licenses. Two-fifths, by direct 
movement, are likewise tolerated, when the one is 
perfect and the other imperfect, as in the leaps of 
a major sixth. 

In counterpoint of seven or eight parts, the two 
lower parts may proceed from the unison to the 
octave, and from the octave to the unison. 



It is well to mention here that, in florid counter- 
point in from five parts to eight, when two, three, 
or four parts only are made to proceed at once, the 
same strict precepts hold good which were laid 
down in two-part, three-part, and four-part counter- 
point; it is only when five, six, seven, or eight 
parts actually proceed together that any abatement 
of severity in the rules comes into operation. 

There are two methods of composing in eight 
parts, the first is by placing the two trebles im- 
mediately after one another, and the contraltos, 
the tenors, and the basses in the same order. The 
second is by dividing the eight parts into two 
choirs, each composed of four parts — viz., a treble, 
a contralto, a tenor, and a bass. These two sepa- 
rate choirs should be used in such a way as that 
one of the two may proceed alone, and as that the 
two may alternately interrogate and respond. The 
choir which is silent while the other proceeds 
should resume before the other comes to a close, and 
both should conclude together. The two basses 
may enjoy the privilege indicated in the above 
example, and proceed from the unison to the octave. 

The ancient authors, when they composed for two 
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cb-oirs, took care to make the harmony complete in subject, florid counterpoint in all the parts, without 
each choir ; as much, at least, as the nature of the going through all the detail of minims, crotchets, 
subjects they treated and the disposal of the parts and syncopations. The habit should be acquired, 
would allow. They imposed this obligation upon in writing for five voices, of using now two trebles, 
themselves on account of the distance which fre- now two contraltos ; then two tenors, or two basses : 
quently separated the choirs, and in order that the for six voices, now two trebles, or two contraltos, 
auditors who chanced to be situated nearer to then two trebles, two tenors, or two basses, cfec., <fec. ; 
one choir than the other might receive a more for seven voices, the same alternation, until com- 
agreeable impression from hearing the harmony position in eight parts is attained, where each voice 
complete. At the same time, this condition is not is alternately doubled. 

strictly indispensable. ^ Here follow examples of given subjects for com- 

The old masters have written compositions for position in five, six, seven, and eight parts; first in 
as many as six choirs at once.* Much skill and note against note, and then in florid counterpoint, 
attention are requisite in overcoming all the diffi- The subject maybe placed in whichever part is pre- 
culties resulting from so great a combination ; but ferred ; nevertheless, in the assemblage of so many 
everything may be accomplished by diligent labour parts, the subject might become indistinct were it 
joined to a flexible organisation. placed in one of the middle parts : the effect will 

When four-part counterpoint has been sufii- therefore be better if the subject be placed in one 
ciently studied, the pupil should advance steadily of the extreme parts. But the pupil will do well, 
through counterpoint in five, six, seven, and eight for the sake of practice, to place it also in one of 
parts, commencing by note against note, on a the middle parts, in order that he may acquire the 
given subject, and then by writing, on this same power of vanquishing all sorts of difficulties. 


Example for five voices — ^note against note. 



often exc#^ed tliii' number ; m i« to be met vdtb in Karpuigi of i won for 24 ohoiri— that i» to say, for »6 voi^oes^ 



Example in geven parts—note against note. 
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Example in eight parts. — Florid counterpoint. 



O^mmaMon . — The last bar but one of this example pre- 
sents a method of employing the suspension to which the 
particular attention of the pup 1 should be drawn. The two 
parts marked with a cross 4" suspen- 

sion and the suspended concord. The second soprano 
sounds the fourth to the bass, which fourth is prepared 
4t»d resolved according to rule; while the second tenor 
:fiOund8 the third, The only method of judiciously em- 
ploying these two intervals, one of which seeiiis to ex- 
clude, the other, is shown in the example — viz,, the pwrt 
which forms the disovrd must pursue its regular course,’ 


while the other should contain the concord in a series ot 
ascending notes by conjunct movement, without, stopping 
on the concord. This rule equally applies to the sixth 
struck with the seventh, the octave with the ninth, &;c. 
It should be observed that these two parts ought always 
to be placed in two different octaves; that is to say, the 
concord should never have the suspension in the second, 
but in the ninth, or in the seventh. It is needless to add, 
that the employment of this method is only tolerated in 
composition for a large number of voices — as many ad seven 
or eight parts. 


Of the 6th etnick with the 7th. 


Example 137. 

Of the 8ve with the 9 th. 


Of the eecond. 


8 






All the examples here given show the manner in 
which counterpoint should be treated according to 
tne number of parts employed. It will be seen, in 
the examples of note against note, that unisons 
are not to be avoided in certain cases, any more 
than direct movement between the extreme parts, 
when passing to a perfect concord. This likewise 
holds good in the examples of florid counterpoint ; 
but, as in this order there are more means at com- 
mand for the proper disposal of the parts than in the 
other, it should be so contrived that, when the 
unisons are unavoidable, they appear only in the 
unaccented part of the bar. The classical ancient 
masters always paid attention to this, especially when 
composing for more than four parts. 

On Imitation. 

Imitation is a musical device : it takes place when 
part, called antecedent^ proposes a subject, or, 
melody (or theme) ; and when another part, called 


comeqxcenty repeats the mm melody, after some rests, 
and in any interval, coiititiuing thus to the end. 

Kx. m. 



In an imitation, the conf<eip(ent is not always 
obliged to respond to the antecedent through the 
whole extent of the subject it proposes ; it may imitate 
only a portion, and the com^uent^ proposing thus a 
new melody, becomes, in its turn, the antecedent 
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Imitation may be effected in varioua ways. It is 
called regular or restricted when it responds exactly 
to the nature of the intervals proposed by the ante- 
cedent; that is to say, when there is exact corre- 
spondence maintained between the tones and the 
semitones. In this kind of imitation, response is 
made to a minor second by a minor second, and to 
a major third by a major third, and so on. 

This imitation is naturally obtained when the 
consequent imitates the antecedent in the unison, or 
in the octave. The fourth and the fifth somewhat 
approach to an exact correspondence of the intervals, 
but occasional accidentals are requisite to render it 
perfect, and it is almost impossible to efiect this 
identity upon the other degrees of the scale. 

Imitation is called free or irregular when this 
correspondence is not maintained, and leave is taken 
to respond arbitrarily to the intervals of the antece- 
dent^ according to the key in which the consequent 
happens to be. In this kind of imitation response 
may be made to a major second by a minor second, 
and to a minor third by a major third, &c. Imitation 
hy similar movement’-^ the name indicates — is that 
which follows the ascending or descending motmn of 
the antecedent. The examples above cited are by 
similar movement. 

Imitation is by contrary mooement when the con- 


sequent responds by ascending motion to the descend- 
ing motion of the antecedents and vice ver.sd. This 
imitation, as well as the preceding, may be regular 
or irregxdar. 

Imitation hy retrograde rnovernent is that which 
imitates a pt^riod or a member of a period by taking 
it backwards ; that is to say, the consequent begins 
with the last note of the period of the antecedent to 
be imitated, and returns to the first note. 

Hetrograde imitation may likewise be regular or 
irregular, and may equally be treated by similar 
movement or by contrary movement. 

There are several other sorts of imitation, of wdiich 
we shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

Each of the above-mentioned kinds shall be dis- 
cussed now, beginning with imitation in two parts. 

Imitation in Two Paris. 

F^rst section — imitation by similar movement. 

Imitation, of whatever nature, can only be effected 
in as many ways as there are intervals in the scale, 
viz. : on the unison, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and octave, above or below the tonic. 

Example 139 shows the manner of treating imi^ 
tation in the unison, and now will be given, con- 
secutively, examples of imitations in all the other 
degrees of the scale. At the end of each exam} do 
will be seen the word Coda (the Italian term for 
“ tail w’hich signifies conclusion. The coda com- 
mences only when the imitation is quitted previous 
to finishing — without which it might go on for ever. 












Imitation in the seventh below. 


aaSiga 




The student should work aome time at all these a ninth ; that of the third, as a tenth ; that of the 
different imitation, but it may be stated that fourth, as an eleventh ; that of the fifth, as a twelfth J 
he is not rigorously compelled to treat the intonations that of the sixth, as a thirteenth ; that of the seventh, 


always at the precise distance of a second, a third, &c. 
He may, without fear of altering the nature of the 
intervals, transpose to a higher or a lower pitch : 
is to say, — treat the imitation of the second as 


as- a fourteenth ; and lastly, that of the octave, 2^ 
a fifteenth, or double octave. The unison, alon% 
cannot be displaced. 
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Imitation in Two Parts. 

Second section — imittit'ion hy contrary movement . 
On free orirregulartmttation hy contrary movement. 

In order to have a fixed starting point in this 
kind of imitation, composers in the classical style 
of writing availed themselves of the following 
method : they placed opposite to a scale composed 
of an octave (for instance, the scale of C), com- 
mencing with the tonic, the same series of sounds 
in a contrary direction j thus ; — 

Ex. 142. Semitone 


-V- T 

SemUone 


By this method free imitation by contrary move- 
ment is obtained, as shown in the following ex- 
ample : — 


Major mode. 


i3.z:3E3.'::£ 



These examples show that, in the system of the 
first scale, when the antecedent commences with a 
0, the consequent must respond to the O by one in 
the octa^ e ; if the antecedent commences with a B, 
a G, or an A, the consequent must respond by a 
D, an E, or an F, &c. In the system of the second 
scale, when the antecedent commences with a 0, a 
G, or an E, the consequent must respond by a G, 
a C, or an E, &c. Once let the first note of the 
response be found and all the other notes naturally 
follow. 

OnT llEQ-ULAB OB BESTBIOTEB IMITATION BY 
CONTRA HY MOVEMENT. 

For this kind ot imitation it is necessary to adopt 
a method like the one employed with respect to 
irregular imitation, but the sc ales which must here 
be placed opposite to each other are different. 
They must be two scales in which the semitones 
occur upon the same degrees ; so that, in the imita- 
tion of the tones and the semitones, they shall cor- 
respond exactly. 

Ex 144. 


P ^ Y E 1 
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It is needless to observe that each time a change 
of key takes place these given scales must always be 
referred to the key in which the imitation is made, 
both for major modes and minor modes. 

All that has just been said applies equally to re- 
trograde imitation hy contrary movement, which 
also may be either regular or irregular. 

Retrograde contrary imitation, which consists, as 
has been said, in commencing with the last note and 
retrograding towards the first, pursuing a contrary 
movement, may be effected in two ways, viz. : bar 
by bar, or period by period. Here are examples of 
these two kinds of imitation, which will explain their 
mechanism better than words : — 


Ex. 145 Examples of the first manner, har by bar. 


1^ 


+ . * 








w 1 


J 

IL. 


Imitation of Ibid of the Coda, 
the fiist bar of second bar. 


the consequent 
hy retrofjrade 
contrary move- 



ment. As to that hy similar movements, the mere 
remark will suffice that it can take place upon all 
the intervals, as is the case with the imitations of 
which the first section consists. Examples in this 
branch of the study may be dispensed with ; as 
pupils will take the pains to practise themselves in 
it by searching for methods of accomplishing their 
object without the aid of models. Besides, these 
retrograde imitations by similar movement are not 
so difficult of treatment as those which have been 
shown in the above examples. 

Such are the rules of the four principal ways of 
treating imitation, viz. : Istly, by similar movement ; 
2ndly, by contrary movement; 3rdly, by retrograde 
similar movement ; and 4thly, by retrograde contrary 
movement. 

On sevkral otheu sorts or Imitation. 

The other sorts of imitation wliich remain to be 
mentioned are imitation by aiigmentation, and by 
dwiinution ; with reversed accents; interrupted; 
convertible ; periodic ; canonic, &c. 

All these imitations may be eftected in turn with 
the four movements indicated, and may be treated 
regularly, or irregularly; provided this can be done 
without falling into errors that would fetter the 
melody or the harmony. 



Observafion. — The inutations heretofore cited, as well as 
their denominations, are taken from the Treatise on Fugue 
and Counterpoint by Mahpukg, which can be consulted for 
instruction and know edge of such imitations as are omitted 
here. Marpuro’s work, J with regard to Imitations, Fugues, 
&c., <fcc., as well as all devices of composition, is one of 
the most complete of the kind known. Hence the frequent 
reference to it. 

Imitation by angmentation takes place when the 
antecedent proposes a theme, and the consequent 
responds note for note, augmenting the value of 
each note. 



L. — 
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^ Ex. 146. . 
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Imitation by diminution takes place when the 
consequent diminishes the value of the notes which 
constitute the imitation. 






, Examples have just been given of several methods 
of treating retrograde imitation by contrary move- 


t Highly as Oheruhini speaks of this work, his own, and otheje 
modem works, may be considered to have superseded ifc.-r 
TXtANSnATOR, 
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Imitatior) with reversed accents is effected when 
the parts follow each other upon opposite portions of 
the bar; that is to say, when one part commences 
upon the accented portion of the bar, and the other 
responds by commencing upon the unaccented portion. 
This device is frequently worked out by the employ- 
ment of syncopation. 


Accented. . Ex 147. s. 

^ ; 1 ^ 

Unaccented. 
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Interrupted imitation is effected by suspending, 
through the medium of rests in the consequent, the 
continued progression of the notes proposed by the 
antecedent. 


Ek. 148 
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Conaertible imitation i$ the name given to a 
period written in such a way that the parts may he 
inverted without any change ; that is to say, the 
m]pper part may become the lower part, or the low’er 
part become the upper. In order to do this, care 
must be taken never to employ the inteiwalof a fifth ; 
because, iu its inversion, it produces a fourth. This 
Tkind of imitation is, properly speaking, a double 
munterpoiwt, as will be seen hereafter. 


JLiX I'iy. 

— J — S” 


ILL 

(i 

11 


zz_ ^ 

=H^ — -f 

— ^ u W— u.^ ^ 


k 

_ — ; -h#-* r-»H— 


j — 

EE 

tafc??S!K 

^ - 

™d=qz_L 

y 

|z 1 


r ' — ' — h-h:[~ 



^ -«s»- 

5-:-ez^:szi|z^zz 

Jfcrl._ 1 

-p-pi^F— ■- 


-rrg t-^-z 


^ -1 q- 


fe-^E 

r:±r==i=zi|: 


u 

k'^Z^oL^ - 
tzkzmzsrrgzzr- 

P-Q- -4-^ 

h-H— r-n— 

~ + F 

Inversior 

-£f-F-± 

l4:cfe-x-ar;-T- 

1 ^~::d~*”z]zz3 _i' — t Q 


ziz — ^ — T.cJiEB 


^ ; 


^ 


Penodic imitation takes place when a portion only 
of the melody or theme proposed by the antecedent 
is imitated. Here are two examples : — 


1 ^ 
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Canonic imitation is that in which the consequent 
responds to the antecedent note for note from begin- 
ning to end. This imitation, which, by its very 
denomination, becomes what is called canon, may be 
treated in two ways, vi?: : finite, when it is finished 
by a coda, or conclusion ; vnfimte, or circular, when 
it is so carried out as to return from the end of the 
imitation to the beginning without ceasing. 
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Ex 150. 


Tinite canonic imitation. 








Infinite canonic imitation. 



The student should endeavour as much as jpossibltf 
to acquire practice in all these imitations, by all the 
movements, and in all the intervals. What has been 
demonstrated in the first and second section with 
respect to imitations must suffice ; and, now, imita- 
tions in three and in four parts will be discussed. 

Third section — imitations in three and in Jour 
voices. 

All the kinds of imitation mentioned in the two 
preceding sections may be treated in three, four, 
and even a larger number of parts. Azzopardi, a 
Maltese composer, made use of two given subjects, 
upon which it is good practice to write all sorts of 
imitations, either in an interval above, or in an 
interval below. This method may first be pursued ; 
it can be no other than extremely advantageous in 
the study of imitations, and will help the pupil in 
his labour. 

These are the two subjects from Azzopardi. 

Ist subject Ex 152 


2nd subject. 



In three parts, 


Examples of imitations, from Azzopardi, in three, and in four parts, on these subjects, 
VIZ mutations in two parts, on this given suoject. 
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' In the latter example there is one part which 
merely appertains to the whole, and has no con- 
nection with imitation ; wherefore it has been 
called ad libitum,. 8uch a part becomes requisite 
when four parts are used, and when no more is 
written upon the subject than a single imitation 
between the two other parts. If three parts in 
imitation upon the subject be written, there are 
then two consequents, both of which imitate the 


theme proposed hy the antecedent, in the same 
interval, or in a different one. After having prac- 
tised treating imitation upon a given subject in 
tuo parts only, with or without the fourth part, 
ad libitum^ from imitation in the unison up to 
imitation in the octave inclusive, the exercise 
above stated must be undertaken, viz.: to intro- 
duce the two consequents and achieve a double 
imitation. 


Antecedent or Theme. 


... 




=T-:Sa|=fE 
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The pupil should also practise treating imitation 
in five, six, seven, and eight voices, either upon 
given basses, or by inverting imitations without 
any of these basses ; that is to say, by himself com- 
posing the whole. Parts od lihituM, or parts of 
accompaniment, may be combined, if the student 
cannot succeed in making regular imitations, wdth 
all the parts. 

Before closing this section, mention must be made 
of another kind of imitation, which may be intro- 
duced in eight parts by means of two choirs.^ This 
imitation comes under the denomination of inverse 
contrary imitation. 


Erplanatwri. 

A Theme is proposed in four parts in one of the 
two choirs ; the response should be made by the 
other. 

In order that the response may be inverse the 
bass of the Theme must be placed in the soprano 
part of the response, the soprano part placed in the 
bass, the part of the contralto in that of the tenor, 
and, lastly, that of the tenor in the contralto. 

In order that the response may be contrary, each 
part of the response must answer by contrary move- 
ment, and in the order stated above, to the parts 
which have proposed the Theme. 

In compassing this device the following rule must 
be observed : no one of the lower parts must ever 
form a fourth with the soprano, unless this fourth 
proceed by degree as a passing discord. With regard 
to contrary movement, it must be obtained by means 
of the scales mentioned in the second section, when 
this contrary movement was under discussion; but 
for the sake of more clearly comprehending the use 
that should be made of it they shall be reproduced 
in the following order : — 


Correspondence of the parts, when inverting; hy contrary movement. 




Below are other scales, not adduced when treating 
imitation by contrary movement in two parte 
These scales may be employed when the chromatic 
style is adopted for modulating. 


Chromatic hy sharps. 
3rd Form. 


Soprano 


in 



B.iss. 

: U ' "jrn::; — i 

Contralto 

in 

Tenor. 


Soprano 

in 

■Hr- 1' r — FF- 

Chromatic by flats. 

Form. , 

— — <{>1 ■••wm --‘-I '1 'fi"— ') ' n > 

Bass. 


Contralto 

* ' v ^ ■%, ^ 

in 

Tenor. 



- J ^ H- 


Another disposal of this latter scale. 






The 3rd form may be used when from the key 
of 0 we wish to modulate into its dominant : 
the 4th form when from the key of C we wion co 
modulate into the sub -dominant. See the following 
example ; — 
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Before giving an extended example of this kind response. The harmony and the parts must be 

of imitation it is necessary to state that the inverse combined in such a way that they shall adapt 

contrary response must commence before the period themselves to this disposal of the several com- 

of the theme terminates, or else just upon the close mencements. The subjoined example will con- 

of it ; the theme, in its turn, should recommence vey fuller comprehension of what has here been 

either before the response, or upon the close of the said. 


■ Example of a regular piece, composed in inverse contrary imitation. 





so 
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On Double Counterpoint. 

Double counterpoint is a class of composition 
skill in which consists in so combining the parts as 
that they shall, without inconvenience, be transposed 
from the higher to the under part, if they be placed 
above the theme, and from the under to the higher 
part, if they be placed below it ; while the theme 
itself undergoes no change in its melody, whether 
it occur in one of the extreme parts, or in one of the 
intermediate parts. 

These inversions may he made in seven ways; 
consequently, there are seven kinds of double coun- 
terpoint, viz. : in the ninth or second-, in the tenth 
or third ; in the eleventh ox fourth; in the twelfth 
Oft fifth ; in the thirteenth or sixth ; in the four’- 
teenih or seventh-, and in the fifteenth or octave* 
Those most frequently employed are the tenth or 
fMrd ; the tweftk or fifth ; and the fifteenth or 

Beforo speaking of each of these seven kinds 
separately! It is necessary to observe ih general:. 


Istly, that in double counterpoint the parts must 
be distinguished from one another as much as pos- 
sible by the value of the notes ; that is to say, if the 
theme be composed of semibreves or minims, crotchets 
and quavers must be opposed to it — as many, and in 
the same manner, as in the treatment of florid 
counterpoint ; 2ndly, that the part which forms the 
counterpoint should commence after the theme ; 
3rdly, that the parts must not, at haphazard, or 
without due reason, be made to cross, because then 
the intervals would not change in the transposition 
or inversion of the counterpoint from the higher to 
the lower, or from the lower to the higher ; 4thly, 
that in all double counterpoint, except that on the 
octave, it is not only permitted but even needful to 
alter the intervals by inversion, particularly when the 
modulations require this. 

, i 

First section — double counterpoint in two parts* 
Inversion in the octave. 

When the inversion or transposition of a part takes 
place at the distance of an octave or a fifteenth 
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connterpoint becomes double counterpoint in the 
octave. 

In learning bow to construct tbis counterpoint, it 
must be known wbat are tbe intervals to be avoided, 
in order that tbe inversion may be correct. For tbe 
acquirement of sucb knowledge, two rows of figures, 
not exceeding tbe number of eight, should be placed 
one row against the other, thus : — 

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8 . 

8 . 7 . 6 . 5 . 4 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 

Tbe figures of tbe upper row indicate tbe intervals 
of tbe counterpoint; those of the under row, tbe 
intervals which result from its inversion. It will be 
seen that the 1, or unison, changes into an octave ; 
tbe second into a seventh ; tbe third into a sixth ; 
tbe fourth into a fifth, and so on with the others. 

The octave and the unison should not be too much 
employed, because they do not produce sufficient 
harmony ; excepting, indeed, at the commencement 
and at the close of the theme, and when syncopation 
is used. 



The fifth should be avoided because on inversion 
it becomes a fourth. It can be employed only as a 
passing note, or in syncopation. 



The fourth being open to the same objection, and 
to the same exceptions, as the fifth, it should be 
avoided and admitted in the same way. 

All the other intervals may he employed, by sub- 
jecting them to the laws which affect them. Placing 
the parts at a distance beyond the octave should also 
be avoided, as the intervals which exceed this limit 
undergo no change by inverson ; that is to say, the 
third remains a third, the sixth remains a sixth, <fcc. 



Here is an extended example of double counter- 
point, from which it maybe seen ho wall the intervals 
istoaddbe employed so as to obtain correct inversion. 




Different ways of introducing inversions, with 
respect to the preceding example. 


1st manner. 

Invert the counterpoint an octave, from higher to lower. 



2ncl manner. 

That the counterpoint may he in the fifteenth, it must he inverted thus, 
a fifteenth lower. 



3rd manner. 

Transpose the theme an octave higher, and the counterpoint an octave 
lower. 


Theme 
transposed 
an octave 
higher. 



Counterpoint 
transposed 
an ocrave 
lower. 



4th manner. 

Transpose the theme an octave higher, while the counterpoint reraaine 
in its place. 

Theme 
transposed 
an octave 
higher. 



Counterpoint 
xeraaining in 
its place. 



Before passing to another kind, it is essential to 
observe that the discord of the ninth cannot be em- 
ployed in double counterpoint in the octave, because 
it cannot be inverted; double counterpoint in the 
octave is one of the counterpoints most used. 

Inversion in the ninth. 

When the inversion of a counterpoint takes place 
in the ninth, either in the higher, or the lower part, 
the counterpoint takes the name of double in the 
ninth or second. The combinations of this kind of 
counterpoint are attained by the method already 
employed for that in the octave, which consists in 
placing one against the other two series of figures, 
each of which should be limited by the figure indi- 
cated by the denomination of the counterpoint ; 
that is to say, the series in the counterpoint in the 
octave being composed of eight figures, and in the 
counterpoint in the ninth — ^ which is herein question 
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of nine figures; for that in the eleventh, eleven, and 
so on with the rest. This explanation is given here, 
in order not to be obliged, hereafter, to sj>eak again 
of it, when discussing the kinds which ensue. 

The following is the series of figures which belong 
to double counterpoint in the nintli : — 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. B. 7. 8. 9. 

9. 8. 7. 6. 5. 4. 3, 2. 1. 

From this table it appears that the unisoji 
changes into a nbitk, the stecond into an octave, and 
so forth. The Jlfth forms here the principal interval ; 
it merits particular attention, whether in preparing 
or preventing, not only dissonant intervals, but even 
those which become so by inversion. The discord 
of \h%f(j%Lrth resolved into the third ; the discord of 
the seventh resolved into the sixth ; that of the 
aecond, &c. — such are the proper means for combin- 
ing a double counterpoint in the ninth, which should 
be confined within the extent of a ninth, for the 
same reasons that that in the octave should not 
exceed the limits of the octave. 


Exainples taken from Marpur^. 




By transposing the theme an octave higher, and 
the counterpoint a note lower, the double counter- 
point in the second will be obtained. 



By transposing the theme to the second above, and 
the counterpoint to an octave below, the following 
inversion will be obtained, to which accidentals must 
be added, on account of the change of key. 




other examples. 






, Inversions. 









Among double counterpoints that in the ninth ia 
one of the most limited, one of the most ungracious to 
treat, and one of the least used; when it is adopted, 
it should only be employed during very few bars. 

Inversion in the tenth. 

We go on to speak ot double counterpoint in the 
tenth or third, commencing, as usual, with two rows 
of figures ; — 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

10. 9. 8. 7. G. 5. 4. 3. 2. 1. ^ 

From these it appears that two thirds or two 
tenths must not be made in succession, since there 
will then be two octaves or tAvo unisons. Neither 
must two sixths in succession be employed, because 
their inversion w^ould produce ^fifths. Nor must 
i\i^ fourth and the seventh be employed, except as 
passing discords (I.), unless the fourth be resolved 
into s, fifth or into a sixth (II.)? seventh be 

resolved into 2 ^ fifth (111.) 


(I.) ^ , Ex 166. (H.) 1 

_|=g==:z 

— aP Oi—m { — -1- rrri~t 



V 4 ^ (III.) ..—v? 

flOi. U jU-rtz|g=zg enc—o—n ifj'.. ""i, n 

^ 0— l==t 



SlSB 



B-^=e= 



The ninth must be resolved either by the octave, 
or by the fifth, in this manner : 

Ex. 167. » 8 
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From tlie foregoing — with coiisideTatioii, intelli- 
gence, and. application — the pupil may jiractise him- 
self in this kind of double countcrp(nnt, of which an 
extended example is given bolo'w : — 


V 





% 

Theme. 


: ^ dt-pL. 

II 

1 

- 

[ 

F 1 

- 1 ■— t 



This counterpoint may he inverted in several 


ways, VIZ. : — 

1st manner. 

By transposing the counterpoint a tenth belov, while the theme remains 
^ in Its nlace 


rheme. 


Ex. 1G9- 



Counterpoint 
in the tenth 
below. 



2nd manner. 

By transposing the theme a third above, and the counterpoint an octave 
below. 

in the third 
above 

1 H. 

••r - 7 - 1 1 J— 1 „ 

an octave 
below. 




“N 


Srd manner. 

"By transposing the counterpoint a third below, and the theme an octave 
below. 


Counterpoint 
a third 
below. 



Theme 
an octave 
below. 



4th manner. 

By transposing the counterpoint, and the theme, a third higher. 


1 


X? 

r. ■_.L.;:z:x::p P- 



In ah the inversions and transpositions of this 
-example it will perhaps be necessary to add some 
accidentals, either to the theme or to the counter- 
point, and sometimes even a third part, in order 
to render the whole more correct ; at the same time, 
nothing has been indicated of this, seeing that a 
counterpoint can be constructed in such a manner 
as to require no such alterations, nor any additional 
parts. The short examples set forth above have 
only been given to show in how many ways a double 
counterpoint in the tenth may be inverted. This 
counterpoint, as well as that in the octave^ is one of 
those most used. 


Inversion in the eleventh. 

Double counterpoint in the eleventh or fourth has 
ndw to he discussed. We will set forth its combina- 


tions by the usual method of two rows of figures 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. T. 8. 9. 10. 11. 

11. 10. 9. 8. T. 6. 6. 4. 3. 2. 1. 

We see that the sixth is in this counterpoint the 
principal interval, and with that one wo can begin 
or end. Moreover with it not only must the 
discords be prepared and resolved, but also those 
concords which change into discords by inversion. 


Ex. 170 


6 § 6 

8 6 6—4 6 6 

l-p-P Fp—jrr n 

Inversions. 

4 6 6— 8 6 6 



— zp — sa t - rr:ii _ d — tj 

g=p..-7 - ^J=p=Z 

^ pZ Kli. « f| 

6 

^=d-— 

^6 3 6 

■Tp::— -F— 

6 5 6 

: - 



The interval of the eleventh forms the limit of 
this counterpoint. A developed example is given 
below : — 



Ex. 172. 2nd Inversion. 

Transpose the theme a fourth above, and the counterpoint an octava 



Srd Inversion. 

Transpose the theme a fifth below, while the counterpoint remains in It* 
place. 
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4tli inversion. 

Transpose tlie theme a fourth above, and the counterpoint a fifth below. 






-t- 






5th inversion. 

Transpose the theme a fourth above, or a fifth below, and the counter- 
point a fourth above or a fifth below. 



Double counterpoint in the eleventh is, of all double 
counterpoints little used, that which may be employed 
with the fewest objections and difficulties. 

Inversion in the twelfth. 

Here are the two rows of figures which should 
be compared together for obtaining the inversions of 
double counterpoint in the twelfth : — 

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8 . 9 . 10 . 11 . 12 . 

12 . 11 . 10 . 9 . 8 . 7 . 6 . 5 . 4 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 

It will be seen that the unison or octave changes, 
in counterpoint of this kind, into a twelfth^ the se- 
cond into an eleventh, <fec. 

The siooth, which by inversion becomes a seventh^ 
should be prepared either in the upper part, or the 
lower; and the bass should then descend one note 
')r degree. 

^ Ex. 173. Examples from Marpurg. 






Here is an extended example of double counter- 
point in the twelfth > — 


Ex. 174, 








1st manner of inverting. 

Transpose the counterpoint a fourth below, while the theme reinaina 
in its place. 




2n(l manner of inverting. 

Transpose the theme a twelfth above, while the counterpoint remains 
in its place. 


12 

-J V ^ 

■ n ' ."'1: — ' S" (B'—t"" 

i 

L2> 

8rd marine 

Transpose the theme an oedme £ 

-E-p — F=t-(z 

ir of inverting. 

ibove, and the counterx>omt z. fifth 
low. _ 

] — C — m ^ — J — J ”” 


^ 

~-»-F = 



4th manner of inverting. 

Transpose the theme z. fifth above, and the counterpoint an ootave 
/ below. 





This counterpoint is one of the most used, and 
among the most fertile in resources. 


Inversion in the thirteenth. 

Double counterpoint in the thirteenth or sixth is 
obtained by the same method as the other double 
counterpoints; that is to say, by the two series of 
figures. These are they which belong to the coun- 
terpoint in question : — 

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8 . 9 . 10 . 11 . 12 . 13 . 
13 . 12 . 11 . 10 . 9 . 8 . 7 . 6 . 5 . ^ 4 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 

It is easily seen that two sixths in succession must 
not be employed in this kind of counterpoint. 

Since the seventh cannot be resolved in a regular 
manner, it must be employed as a passing discord. - 

The second, thirds Jfowrth, fifth, and ninth must 
be prepared by the ’metk or by the octave, either 
above or below, and be saved by one of these 
intervals. 
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The interval of the thirteenth serves as a limit 
to this counterpoint. 

An extended example of donhle counterpoint in 
the thirtee7ith, or sixth, will now be given. This 
counterpoint is less frequently used than the coun- 
terpoints in the octave, tenth, and twelfth. 


Ex. 176. 















The interval of the fourteenth serves for the 
limit of this counterpoint. 

Extended example of counterpoint in the fourteenth. 

Ex. 178. * _ MAB.i*rK». 


Theme. 


sg-p=j«~il=|E3— 




1st manner of in vwting^ ^ 








2n<l manner of inverting. 

Transpose the theme a seventh above, and the counterpoint an octave 
O'heme belovr. 


= 1^11 




This counterpoint is inverted by first transposing 
the upper part in the thirteenth below the theme. 
Then the theme should be transposed a sixth higher, 
or a third lower, while the counterpoint does not 
stir ; the theme may also he transposed a thirdlower, 
and the counterpoint a third higher ; &c. &c. 

Inversion in the fourteenth. 

It remains, finally, to speak of double counterpoint 
in the fourteenth or severdh. Here are the two 
series of figures which give the inversions : — 

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8 . 9 . 10 . 11 . 12 . 13 . 14 . 

14 . 13 . 12 . 11 . 10 . 9 . 8 . 7 . 6 . 5 , 4 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 
According to the above combinations, two thirds 
in succession must he avoided, particularly by similar 
movement, since, in transposition, they produce two 
ffths. Every concord, as well as the octave and the 
sixth, which become discords when inverted, should 
he prepared and resolved either by the third, or by 
tht fifth. 



3rd manner of inverting. 

Transpose the theme, and the counterpoint, a seventh below. 



Second section — trifle and quadruple counterpoint. 

Double counterpoint is naturally in two parts, as 
has been seen in the preceding section ; triple coun- 
terpoint is in three parts, and quadruple counterpoint, 
in four parts. In discussing the counterpoints now 
in question only those mostly used will be spoken of; 
viz. : in the octave, in the tenth, and in the twelfth. 
The rules about to he given for these counterpoints 
will also show how to treat those not mentioned* 

Triple arid quadruple counterpoint in the octave. 

There are two ways of composing these counter- 
points ; the first, and most easy, consists in adding to 
a double counterpoint one or two parts proceeding in 
thirds either with the lower part or with the upper 
part. 

Double counterpoint, in order to be capable of 
receiving these two parts in thirds, or even a single 
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one, must be constructed according to certain con- 
ditions ; viz. : — Istly, it should not contain two 
tliirdii or two sixths in succession ; consequently, it 
should be written entirely in contrary movement or 
in oblique movement. 2udly, it should contain no 
discards, excepting passing ones. 
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In order to transfom this double counterpoint 
into triple counterpoint, no more need be done than 
add a third part, either a third above the upper part, 
or a third above the lower part. 




In order to convert the same double counterpoint 
unto quadruple counterpoint, there rniist be joined to 
* the two principal parts two other parts, one, a third 
,ah<^ethe tipper part, the other a third above the 
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The parts of this counterpoint may he inverted ia 
several ways, as the following example shows : — 
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The other way of employing triple mdi qvadrnph 
counterpoint in the octave consists in combining the 
parts in such a manner as that they may be inverted; 
that is to ^y, so that each part can he placed above 
or below, without changing the melody at all, and 
without the least objectionable point arising, or the 
least infringement of the strictest rules. To ensure 
this, it is indispensable that the parts shall nevet 
form between each other either e^fotirth or 
excepting in the case where the melody proceeds by 
conjunct movement, or in that where only discords, 
prepared by the ,wcond, the fourth, and the seventh, 
are employed. The discord of the prepared fiintli 
is impracticable in this Hnd of counterpoint, as has 
been already said with regard to double counter- 
point in the octave. 
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This kind of counterpoint, oy its nature and its 1 
regularity of inversions, may bo applied to tke 
counter ^subjects of Oi. fugue j as will be seen when 
that sort of composition comes under discussion. 

Triple and quadruple counterpoint in the tenth. 

By observing the rules laid down in the first sec- 
tion on the subject of double counterpoint in the 
tenth, as well as the laws which ordain the necessity 
of employing contrary movement and oblique move- 
ment, triple and quaaruple counterpoint in the tenth 
will be obtained. 

Example of a double counterpoint in the tenth. 


/Ex. 182^ . 




In order to obtain quadruple counterpoint, the 
following example of a double counterpoint in the 
tenth is first proposed : — 

^ MAHinrRO. 

Ex. 184. _i— r 








Of this double counterpoint a triple counterpoint 
is formed by adding a third part at the distance of 
a tenth or e.^hird from one or other of the two exist- 
ing parts, and by inverting, alternately, each of 
these parts in the manner worked out in the example 
of quadruple counterpoint in the octave^ 






Inversion in the twelfth. 








^Bzizuiz 


In order to form, a tnple counterpoint from a 
double one. there need only be added a third part, 
either a third below the upper part, or a third above 
' or below the lower part. 




Concluswn* 

All these examples suggest an important remark 
which is, that, notwithstanding the denominations 
of triple and quadruple counterpoint in the tenthf 
or in the twelfth, there is no true triple or quad- 
ruple counterpoint save that in the octave. 

In fact, the combinations of this kind of counter- 
point alone permit the composition of a piece in 
three or in four voices (or even in a greater number 
of voices), in which the parts admit of complete in- 
version. In a good quadruple counterpoint in the 
octave the parts can, without difficulty, change 
places, and supply a multitude of fresh aspects, by 
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being transposed to the upper, the middle, or the 
lower part, while the lower ascends from the middle 
to the upper part. But it is, — so to speak, — impos- 
sible to compose in three or in four voices upon 
the condition that each of the parts may, in its turn, 
be transposed to the third or to the tenth above or 
below, to the fifth or the twelfth above or below, 
without ceasing to be in harmony with the other 
parts. It is therefore necessary to use some 
ingenuity for the obtaining of so-called triple and 
quadruple counterpoints in the tenth and in the 
twelfth. 

In composing — as has been said — a double coun- 
terpoint ill one or other of these intervals by con- 
trary or oblique movement, so as never to have two 
successive fhh'ds, and avoiding all prepared discords, 
it is possible to add to each of t3he parts another 
part in thirds. The counterpoint becomes triple 
by the addition of one, quadruple by the addition 
of two. 

But in quadruple counterpoint in the tenth, ob- 
tained by this measure, an inversion in the tenth is 
no longer possible ; since it is the inversions them- 
selves which, proceeding with the principal parts, 
are to form the four parts : but this counterpoint can 
he inverted in the octave ; that is to say, it is possible 
to change the places occupied by the different parts, 
if care liave been taken to observe the rules of double 
counterpoint in the octave. 

Quadruple counterpoint in the twelfth is more 
?eal and more varied : that is to say, among the four 
parts thus combined there will be always two which 
may actually be transposed, the one a fifth above, 
the other a fifth below ; these two are the two prin- 
cipal parts, which on that account are not the less 
able to proceed in thirds with the two added parts. 

Before concluding this section, a series of examples 
will be given, from the learned Padre Martini, rela- 
tive to these counterpoints ; in which will be seen 
the use that should be made of them. 


Ex. 188 . 



2nd order. 

^ Counterpoint in the upper part. Lower part ajifteenth above. 


Lower part. 


upper part an octave above. 


Upper part a third above. "^ pper part an octave above. 


1 





■ Mi— ■ j 





Upper part. 


Srd order. — Contrary movements. 




Lower part. 


Lower part an octave above. 




Upper part an octave below. contrary movement. 


Upper part a third below by 
contrary movement. 


Lower part a fifth above by 
contrary movement. 




Lower part a tenth above by 
contrary movement. 


Upper part stationary. Upper part an octave above. 

Lower part a fifth above by Lower part an octave or a 

contrary movement. fifteenth above. 



r - 




H: 





Lower part a twelfth above 
by contrary movement. 



Lower part an octave below. 


4th order. 

Upper part. ^ 

^ Middle part an 

3 



1 


Middle part. Upper part an 



Lower part ad libitum, but essential. Ibid. 
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Middle part a sixtii above* ^ Upper part a sixth. above 




Middle part an octave above, suspended. 



_ Upper part an octave below, anticipated and vari^. 



Upper part a third below, anticipated and varied. 




y Middle nart an octave above bv contrarv movement. 



Upper part a tenth below by contrary movement and varied. 



Ibid ad libitum. 



Middle part an octave above. 


1 

Sb -r— ^ — 




f 



Middle part a fifth above by contrary movement, suspended and varied. 

tni: ^ — cro! — -n- 

l-lfi.— i — ^ 

-t ^ BE 

1 „ , Upper part an octave below, anticipated and varied. 

iM ' ■-■g :zr ^ 1 — _ 



~~ t — !=l- F 

Ie 

1 Ibid ad libitum. 

° — g— ^ 
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On Eugite. 

The word Eugue (Fuga) is ancient. It is to be 
found in the old composers’ works, but tliey did not 
apply it in the same sense as modern writers. 
They called by this name counterpoints in imitation, 
whereof the cantilenas of plain-song furnished the 
themes, and in which canons are occasionally to be 
met with. In the present day, the name of 
has been given to a developed and regular composi- 
tion unknown to ancient composers — which, indeed, 
could not be known to them, since their Tonal 
system did not assort with what we call tonal fuyue 
— as will be seen fartlier on. ^ 

Eugue, notwithstanding the ancient origin of the 
word, is, then, an invention of modern times, which 
has been introduced into church-music only since 
emancipation from the self-imposed constraint of 
contrapuntists to wTite always upon riain-Soiig. 

As it exists at the present time, Eugue is the 
perfection of counterpoint. It should comprise, not 
only all the resources supplied by the study of the 
different kinds of counterpoint, but many oilier 
devices proper to itself, of which there will be 
occasion to speak hereafter. 

Eugue maybe considered as the transition between 
the system of strict counterpoint and that of free 
composition ; accordingly, the pupil is here warned 
that in the examples of Eugue now to be given, he 
will meet with many chords not hitherto employed. 

All that a good composer ought to know may be 
introduced into fugue. It is the type of all pieces of 
music — that is to say, whatever the piece composed, 
so that it be well conceived, regular, and concTucted 
with good intention, it should, without bearing 
precisely the character and form of a fugue, at least 
possess its spirit. 

There are two principal kinds of fugue, from 
which springs a third, and again, by this last are 
generated all the rest. The two principal are tonal 
fugue and reo.l fug%(.e. The third is fugue of 
imitation. All the others, — offspring of caprice, — 
are, irregular fugues of imitation, or pieces in 
fugal style. 

The indispensable conditions of fugue are the 
subject, the response, the counter-subject, and tha 
stretfo. There may be added to these the pedal, 
which is almost always employed in a fugue of 
any extent. 

All the devices that can be introduced into a fugue 
depend upon the knowledge, the skill, and the judg- 

♦ Vide wliat is said on tMs point t>y Padre Martini, in Ms treatise 
on Counterpoint. 
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meiit of the composer, and, at the same time, upon 
the nature of the subject and of the counter-sub- 
ject, which may offer more or less scope for these 
devices. These said devices consist, firstly, in the 
employment of imitations formed by detaching 
portions either of the subject or of the counter- 
subject ; secondly, in the transposition of the sub- 
ject into different keys, and in the advantage which 
may be derived with respect to this from double 
counterpoints ; thirdly, in the inversion of the sub- 
ject by contrary movement; fourthly, in a new 
SUBJECT that may be introduced for combination 
with the first subject and tlie first counter-subject ; 
fifthly, in the manner of combining the stretto in 
several ways, each time more and more closely ap- 
proaching the RESPONSE to the subject ; sixthly, in 
the means that may be employed to let the subject 
be heard simultaneously with its inversion by con- 
trary movement ; seventhly and lastly, in the method 
of combining the subject, the counter- subject, and 
the stretto upon the 'pedal, and in the skill and 
taste with which these devices are brought in and 
worked throughout the extent of a fugue. 

All these combinations and yet others may be 
employed in a study-fugue, but there should be a 
judicious selection of them in a fugue intended for 
the public. Without this precaution, the fugue 
would be too long, and consequently tedious. 

We now give an explanation of each of the 
denominations above-mentioned. 


On Subject. 

The subject, or theme of the fugue, should neither 
be too long nor too short ; its dimensions should be 
such as that it shall be easily retained in the me- 
mory, and that the ear shall readily seize upon and 
recognize it in the different parts and different keys 
where the author causes it to recur. 

Here is an example of a subject of proper 
dimension. 



The subject being conceived, the entire fugue 
should, so to speak, be comprised in its extent, 
and in that of the counter-subject which serves 
as its auxiliary. 

The SUBJECT may also be called proposition, ante- 
cedent, or GUIDE ; and the parts which succeed it 
may be called responses, answers, or consequents. 

The composer is at liberty to choose whichever 
part he pleases wherein to propose his subject. The 
ancient composers, however, were accustomed to 
observe the following method : — When a subject 
commenced with the octave of the tonic and then 
descended upon the dominant they proposed it in 
the highest part, in order that the response, which 
was to descend from the dominant to the tonic, 
might be made by a lower part. 



On the other hand when the subject commenced on the tonic and then ascended towards the dominant, 
they chose, for the same reason, the lowest part for proposing the subject, in order that the response, which 
from the dominant was to ascend to the octave of the tonic, should be made by a higher part. 



The foregoing method of the ancient composers On Response. 

is not of indispensable observance; it is simply The response, answer, or consequent nnme- 

rational and judicious plan, weU suited to the diately follows the subject, to which it should be m 

distribution of the part^ in reference to the nature all respects similar, but in another key. We wiu 
the subiect. explain in what key, or at what larval from the 

; this plan need only be carried put with respect subject it should be when the different kinds ot 

io Wnae fugue, as wUl be seen when this kind of fugue are discussed It may be said thatthe response 
comes .to U dmmmd. ’ decides the particular kind and nature of the f ugpe. 



It is not, however, absolutely indispensable to 
preserve the exact identity of the oountee-subjeot 
hi its transpositions and inversions. Some of its 
notes may be changed should this be deemed advis- 
able for the sake of purity in the harmony and 
strictness in the counterpoint. 

In a two-part fugue, there can be only one coun- 
ter-subject ; in a three-part fugue, two counter- 
subjects, and in a four-part fugue, three counter- 
subjects. The number of counter-subjects may 
increase in proportion with the increased number of 


parts, and it is to be understood that there can only 
be as many counter-subjects as there are parts, ex- 
clusive of the part which contains either the subject 
or the RESPONSE. "When there is only one counter- 
subject, whatever the number of parts may be, those 
that accompany the subject and the counter-subject 
jointly are called ad libitum parts, of which the 
melody may be varied each time they intervene, — 
whether in the lower, the higher, or the middle 
part : — 
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It is needless to say that a fugue in five, six, 
seven, or eight parts must contain several ad libitum 
parts on account of the difficulty, and even impos- 
sibility, of finding a sufficient number of counter- 
subjects ; that is to say, of parts in double counter- 
point, for so large a number of voices. 

The COUNTER-SUBJECTS in a fugue may occur 
immediately and simultaneously with the subject. 
For my own part, I cannot say that this disposal 
appears to me to be the best. I think that greater 
variety in the union of the parts is obtained by so 
contriving the counter-subjects as that they shall 
enter successively, and by allowing the subject fiist 
to be heard by itself, or accompanied at the most by 
a single counter-subject, if the fugue he in three 
parts, or by two if it be in four. 

Whatever the number of parts may be, a fugue is 
calleJd a fugue on two subjects, when the principal 
SUBJECT is immediately attended by a counter- 
subject. 


Example of what is called a Fugue on two subjectSf whatever be thsc 
number of parts. 

Ist Counter-subject, or 2nd subject. 


Ex. 195. 




Principal Subject, 



z\=. 


■When a subject is accompanied by two counter- 
subjects the fugue is called a Fugue on three 

SUBJECTS. 

Example of what is called a Fugue on three subjects, whatever be the 
number of parts beyond three. 

2nd Counter-subject, or 3rd subject. 



WTien to a subject three counter- subjects are 
opposed, the fugue is said to be on four subjects, <fec. 

Example of what Is called Fugue on four subjects, whatever be the 
number of parts beyond four. 

3rd Counter-subject, or 4th subject. 


Ex. 197. , 


n- 

Principal subject. 





1 „ , — :.rr:z'.|jz 

1 1st Counter-subJiBct, or 2nd subject. 




Althoi!^ the denomination en two, 

oi and on fowt is generally adopi^, tMe de- 

nbpilnation (to my thinking) is and I base my 

w|nion rei^ecting it upoi^ the that a fp^e 

add ought not, to nave ihore ijiain a ^bgle prwp^ 
exposition; all that accompanies tne subject , is 
h%ii jswxjessory^ and cannot, and ought not,, to bear any other 


name than that of counter-subjeot. Therefore, according 
to thiti principle, a fugue which by habit is csalled a fugm on 
two mhjiects, should be named a fugm on one subject and a 
counter -suhftet p that on three subjects should be called ^ fugue 
on one subject and two counter ■-subjects, and lastly, that on four 
subjects sho-eld bear tli« name ot a fugue on one subject and 
three counter- suhjfcts, dzc. 

As a convincing proof that this should be so, suppose that 
the different subjects, instead of being simultaneouNly em- 
ployed with the principal subject, attend sucevssividy upon 
the parts which enter in turn. Then these different accom- 
paniments of the subject or of the response, which are named 
stibjecte when employed at the outset, would be called 
counter -subjects, and because they may be introduced at the 
same time as the ‘principal subject it does not follow that they 
change their denomination. 

It should, however, be observed, that, in- case a fugue be 
so disposed as that several counter-mbfects are mticduced 
when the principal subject is proposed tor the first time, the 
inversions of these €ounteT-suhject9-^leiQ\\\A be invariable during 
the whole course of the fugue. 

On the contrary, if these different coimterpoints are em- 
ployed either during the subject, or with the response, and 
not introdluced at the beginning with the subject itself, then 
there is free leave either to preserve their identity each timo 
they recur, or to alter them a little by changing some 
few notes, according to the exigency and situation of the 
parts. 

In every case it is important and indispensable always to 
combine the counter-subjects according to the laws of double 
counterpoint, so as to be able to use them under all cinmin- 
stances, and in order that they may afford scope for the dif- 
ferent devices which it may be desirable to employ. 


On Stretto. 


Stketto is an Italian word,, signifying a oontrao- 
tion* It has been adopted intO) our langistHge, andf 
is employed to indicate a device* wbreh consists in 
bringing the entrance of the response nearer to that 
of the subject.. 


Example of the response entering after the- period of the auhject 1* 
Ex. IM. terminated., 






Example of the rssporue entering during the period of the subject, — 



The stretto is, as has been already observed, one 
of the essential requisites of a fugue ;. the place vs^hich 
it should occupy will be indicated when the entire 
texture of a fugue comes iti question. The art of 
judhdou^ly employing the consists in the 

manner of varyiitg. its aspects and iii inventing 
Dicans, each time the stretto is intoduced, of bmg- 
ing the entrance of the response nearer and nearer 
to that of the subject. The effect which thi# prOf^ 

' ' ''' * ' E ' 
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duces is cxtreTnely pi<3[uaiit, and, at tlie same time, 
very taking. 

In order that the entrances of the response and 
subject may be brought closely together, it is per- 
jnitted, no other course being possible, to change 
some notes of either the one or the other ; or, if not 
to change the notes, to change their value ; but these 
^alterations can take place in the subject only after 
the entrance of the response, and in the response 
only after the re-entrance of the subject, and so on. 
All this admits of many exceptions, which are de- 
termined by the actual ejnergency, as will be seen 
in studying fugue. 

It is also permitted, — when the subject, by its 
nature, is not well suited for employing the stretto 
in a planner quite natural, — to commence the 
eTRETTo with the response, but if neither the one 
nor tbe other be adapted for obtaining all the variety 
desired pi the stretto, we must content ourselves 
with piaking the response enter after the subject, 
or this after the other, at any place we can, and, as 
a last resource, employ the permitted changes either 
in the notes or in their value. Moreover, practice 
will beat indicate the means of successfully encoun- 
tering difficult c^ses of this kind. 

A good fugaj subject should always give scope 
for an easy and harpionious stretto ; jlp composing 
a subject, therefore, the difficult combinations of 
pTBETTO ought to be carefully pre-copsidered. 

On Pbual. 

The PEDAL is a note prolonged and sustained 
during several bars. It may be placed either in the 
highest part, in one of the middle parts, or in the 
lowest part ; it can be made — whatever its position 
— only upon the tonic, 0|r upon the dominant ; but 
the best pedal — the one from which the most advan- 
tageous effect may he drawn, and the one most 
generally used in fugue — is that of the dominant 
placed in the lowest part. The function ol the 
PEDAL is to emancipate the composer from the 
rigoar of the rules ; that is to say, he can, while 
tae period of its duration continues, introduce rm- 
prepared discords and even modulate, as if the 
PEDAL did not exist, provided the parts which effect 
this operation are combined each with each ac- 
cording to rule. This, however, may not be done 
in the first gr tbe )#st bar, whjch gught always to 
be in harmony with the pedal note, In accordance 
with what has Just been stated, the composer should 
cause to be heard upon the pedal ; — the subject, 
the response in §teetto, the counter-subjects, 
and, if possible, some of the ingenious devices that 
may have been iijitroduced ip the course gt tbe 
fugue. 


Ex. 199. 


Subject. 


Counterrsubjcct 




As at least two parts are usually required to work 
upon the pedal which shall fulfil all the prescribed 
conditions, it follows that the pedal is not neces- 
sarily in a two-part fugne. This is w’hy the pedal 
does not form one of the indispensable features of a 


fugue. 

On Tonal Fuoue. 

A so-called tonal puoue is a fugue of which the 
SUBJECT, at its first outset, passes from the tonic to 
the dominant, or from the dominant to the tonic. 
The response in this kind of fugue is not identically 
similar to the subject, and is governed by laws now 
to be set forth. 

If the SUBJECT commence on the tonic and ascend 


or descend towards the dominant, the response 
should commence on the dominant and descend or 
ascend towards the tonic. 

Subject. Ex 200 Rewponse. 





EBE 


If the SUBJECT commence on the dominant and 
ascend or descend towards the tonic, the response 
should commence on the tonio and descend or ascend 
towards the dominant, 


Subject. Ex.?0|. 


Response. 




Subject. 




Response. 


m 


Here follow examples of subjects mope florid and 
more extended than the preceding ones, but still 
conceived on the same principle, in order that the 
student may become accustomed tp find tb® exact 
RESPONSE to a subject in tonal fugub;. 


Example pf a ^jihjc.Gt wMoh. from the tonic descends tpwards the 
dominant, and of a resjjorwre wMch from the doniifiaiw as^nde 
towiBjds the torw>’* 



* These different examples are presented under the form of J 

that is to say, tl^e reapofpse is broi^gnt; 4 s close as possible tu tbe subject* 
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^ 1 Response. ] Coda. — x 


1 Subject. Coda. 


Example of a subject \rhich ftom the tonic descend* towards the domU 
nant ; and of a response which from the dominant ascends towards 
the tonic. 


I Subject. 


1 Cod^ 


^||^:^-3ggE3f:j:j?.Ep.:jEd=EEE^^^= 


I Response. 


Coda. 






y I Subject. , I Coda. 


1 Response. 


Coda. 




Example of a subject which from the dominant descends towards the 
tonic f and of a response which from the tonic descends towards 
the dominant. 



1 Respon se. 1 Coda . 




Example of a subject which from the dominant ascends towards the 
ionic ; and of a response which from the ionic ascends towards the 
dominant. 

1 Coda. ^ 


> I Subject 






) Response. 1 Coda. 


^I^[ ==l^EE^E 


Example of a subject which from the dominant ascends towards the 
tonic ; and of a response which ftom the tonic ascends towards the 
dominant. 

Coda. 




Response. 


"I Coda. 




Before concluding, one remark which may serve 
as a guide must be offered : it is, that all the phrases 
of the melody of a subject which belong to the chord 
or to the key of the tonic should be repeated in the 
response in similar phrases belonging to the chord 
or to the key of the dominant, and that all the 
phrases of a subject which bear analogy to the chord 
of the DOMINANT, should be repeated in the response 
in similar phrases bearing analogy to the chord of 

the TONIC* 

To demonstrate this the following subject is pro- 
posed according to the immutable rule 

of tonal fugue the response is this: — 

if from this simple su bject a more complicated 
one is deduced to what 


has been said above, the wpcnse is 
for the two notbs D^ added b^weemfte limits gf* 


the simple interval C, G, belong to the chord of the 
DOMINANT, — that is to say, in the key of G,— and 
should be replaced in the response by the two notes 
G, E, belonging to the chord of the tonic. 

Here is another subject ; — 

iu'on Uin c, ^ I 

entailing no other change in the response than from 
the first to the second note ; because the subject, 
which commences on the dominant, does not proceed 
towards the tonic in the first phrase* Thia, ia the 

RESPONSE ; — 


InC 




Here is another subject, in which the melody does 
not proceed, in the first phrase, from the tonic, to- 
wards the DOMINANT, but so proceeds at the com- 
mencement of the second phrase i — 


Subject, 


In C. 


In a 




The D which terminates the first phrase belong- 
ing naturally by its descent upon the dominant to 
the key of G, the response should change the first 
note C of the subject into a G, in order to conform 
to the law of tonal pug-ue, and replace the D of the 
subject by another G which will descend upon 0 in 
the key into which will be transposed, all the rest of 
the subject in the response : — . 


In G. 


ii: 


In C. 


z$:r 


Response. 

It is superfluous to adduce a greater number of 
SUBJECTS. With the methods and explanations that 
have been given, the pupil should be enabled to 
find the response to any subject of tonal fugue, 
that offers itself. 

On Real Fugue, 

Real Fugue is of more ancient date than tonal. 
FUGUE. It is that in which the subject commences, 
on the TONIC and then proceeds towards any other 
chord than the dominant ; the response being made 
in the fifth of the principal key, and resembling, the- 
SUBJECT in all respects. 

The ancient composers recognised two sorts of 
REAL FUGUE, — FREE, and LIMITED. They called a 
Real Fugue free, when the response, which ought 
to be precisely similar to the part imitated, was nol^ 
so- beyond the duration of the subject and ©f tlie^ 

COUNTER-SUBJECT. 


Ex. 203. 


Subject. 


PA-PR -B Mx itTIKIt 
I Counter Subjwt. 






^ - Q . tClJ — ^ 

1 

limitation of tbe counter-subject J ^ 



.. ,inF 
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But if the RESPONSE were similar, not only to the 
SUBJECT, hut to all the notes of the antecedent part 
from the beginning of the fugue to the end, then the 
REAL FUOtTE took the name of limited- This sort 
of fugue was no other than the musical form to which 
nowadays is given the name of canon, — as has been 
already said. 

At present, these denominations are no longer 
used, and what the ancients called free real fugue 
is the only real fugue adopted as a model. 

It may happen that a fugue subject offers, in the 
earlier bars, all the characters of real fugue, and 
changing suddenly towards the end, terminates in 
9:gNAL fugue. The response should, in that case, 
follow the condition of the subject ; that is to say, 
commencing as real fugue, it must terminate 
according to the rules of tonal fugue. 



On Fugue op Imitation. 

Fugue op Imitation is that of which the response 
is very nearly, but not entirely, similar to the subject, 
the composer being at liberty to introduce some 
alterations, and to curtail it, if he think fit, 

Fugue of imitation possesses still another privi- 
lege ; which is that the consequent or response 
has no fijfed time or intei-val for responding to the 
antecedent or subject, but may enter at the most 
favourable opportunity, or at any interval. 

Thus the response may he made, not only in the 
unison, in the fifth, in the fourth, and in the 
octave, hut also in the third, in the sixth, in the 
SECOND, in the seven'TH, and in their compounds; 
by these means is produced the variety so desirable 
in music, and so much admired by listeners. 

It has been already said that the subject of a 


FUGUE should be of judicious dimensions, neither 
too long, nor too short, but, in the kind of fugue 
now in question, the subject should always be very 
short, to avoid delay in making the the response 
heard. 

When treating a subject of fugue of imitation 
it is possible to change even a tonal fugue into a 
fugue of this name, by responding to a subject of 
the nature of this latter fugue with the freedom of 
a fugue of imitation. 



R^esponse of fugue of imitation. 



There is no fugue, either real, or tonal, which 
is not liable in several parts of its extent to become 
transformed into fugue of imitation, on account of 
the modulations, and in consequence of the imita- 
tions which may be introduced by taking a portion 
of the subject, or of the counter-subjects. Examples 
of this will he adduced when the entire composition 
of a FUGUE is in question. In accordance with what 
we have said, when a subject occurs — even of fugue 
ot IMITATION composed of more than one portion, as 
thus : — 



we may take in the course of the fugue sometimes 
one and sometiaies the other of these two portions 
for making the imitations, even inverting them by 
contrary movement, in order that from the conflict 
arising between the parts throixgh these devices a 
more learned as well as agreeable effect shall be pro- 
duced. The following little fugne by Padre Martini, 
will serve as an example, a^d give an idea, of fugur 
of imitation 



1 lit Dortion of the subject - 
r 1 1 TvrhiclL modulates. 

I 2nd portion of the 

1 , subject.^ 

1 Ibjld modulating. } 

■pmiiH 








■■Ir ” BiiiJii I'llTi u 

rcr — : 

1 [ 2nd nortion of the I |2nd 'oortlon bv con-{ 

1 Z~1 r. Bwpon..«it;.trettor: • 1 L ly»d«noa«lating^ | _ r^moTement.J _ 


1 ti 





.v.-TTr— c, 1 

t 




Before proceeding to what concerns the entire On the Coda, 

composition of a fugue it is essential to enter into The coda is that portion of the subject by which 
rather more circumstantial details relative to the it is continued after its second section, and which 

CODA or CONCLUSION OF A SUBJECT, which has hitherto serves, at the same time, to prepare the entrance 
been simply indicated, and then to speak of digres- of the response and to bring in the counter- 
sions in fugue, and, lastly, of modulation. subject. 


1st portion. | ) 2ncL portion. | I 


Response. 


1 1 1st portion. 1 1 2nd portion,- 

" j li 





Counter-subject. 




There are cases where the coda itself becomes tbe commencement of the counter-subject, and so inti 
mately joins with this latter as that the coda and the counter-subject form an undistinguished whole. 


Coda and counter-subject joined. 



Coda and counter-subject joined. 

Here is another example of the same kind, in four voices, by Padre Angelo Predieri 

Ex. 210. Response Coda and count er-sub ject joined. 


ad libitum part. 


In modem fugues, it is usual to prolong tbe subjects and responses too clbse^ brought in. Pt 
spi^^ of the response before t4e stKBJEC^ re-enters, ppntributes to the elegance An<f goed mafenjg of 
® his plan is wise apd should be maintained. It has a fugue, and it uiay ^-Iso mrnisK an additm^i 
double advantage of causing the re-entrance of theme for the' imitations und digressions, 
tl^f Snbje^ to be desired, and of ipapairting varfetjr ‘ applies to every kind of fugue, whatever its number 
fe breaking thd monotony of of parts. 
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1 

H 

11 

1 

i 

j 


Example with the coda. 



It will be seen here that the second example has 
the advantage, and that the intervention of the 
coda between the response and the ke-enteance of 
the subject has a very good eftect. 

On Digression in Fugue. 

The digression, or episode, in a fugue, is a period 
composed of fragments of the subject, or of the 
COUNTER-SUBJECTS (at the composer’s own choice), 
with which imitations and devices are formed, and 
during which he may modulate so as to introduce, 
in other keys, the principal subject, the response, 
and the counter-subjects. 

The digression may be, according to need, either 
short or long ; and, in the course of a fugue, there 
should be more than one digression, each with a 
varied method of treatment. When the entire 
composition of a fugue comes to be discussed, the 
places where these digressions — to which may be 
also given the Italian name of Andamenti — should 
occur will he designated ; and at the same time 
will be shown the manner of combining them. 
This simple explanation of the digression must at 
present suffice. 

On Modulation. 

For some time the choice of modulations has 
been regulated by the diatonic scale of the key in 
which the composition is, avoiding chords alien 
to that key. Thus, we may modulate into the 
DOMINANT, and into the sub-dominant, of which the 
keys are naturally major ; into the second, into 
the MEDIANT or THIRD, and into the sixth, of which 
the keys are naturally minor. We cannot modulate 
into the seventh, or leading note, because its fifth 
is not naturally perfect. That which has been here 
laid down applies to the scale of the major key. 
When it is a question of composing a piece in a 
minor key, these are the keys into which modulation 
may be made — ^mto the sub-dominant, and into the 
DOMINANT, of which the keys are naturally minor; 
ihto the MEDIANT, and into the sixth, of which the 
keys are naturally major. We cannot modulate 


into the second, because its fifth is not naturally 
perfect, and modulation into the seventh should 
also be avoided. 

Modern composers have held themselves exempt 
from observing, in their compositions, this simple 
and rational method of modulating, adopting, in its 
stead, one much more free and frequently inco- 
herent. But if such practices are tolerated in 
modern works, it is essential, and it is even expressly 
recommended, not to follow erratic courses with 
regard to a style of composition so severe as that 

of FUGUE. 

When a fugue is in a major key, the key into 
which we should modulate first is that of the 
DOMINANT with its MAJOR THIRD; then, into the 
sixth, — the relative minor key of the principal key ; 
after that, into the major key of the sub-dominant, 
to the MINOR KEY of the SECOND, to the MEDIANT, 
also MINOR, and then return to the key of the 
DOMINANT, in order to proceed to the conclusion, 
which should be in the principal key. 

It is permitted in the course of a fugue in a 
MAJOR KEY, to change the principal key into the 
minor, but this permutation should be employed 
only for a few moments, and merely to bring in a 
suspension on the dominant, in order afterwards to 
attack the principal major key. 

When a fugue is in a minor key, the first modu- 
lation is into the mediant major, which is the 
RELATIVE OF THE PRINCIPAL KEY ; then we moduiate 
either into the dominant minor, or into the sixth 
major, or into the sub-dominant minor, or into the 
SEVENTH MAJOR, and lastly, by means of one of 
these keys, return to the principal key. That we 
may terminate as with the fugue in a major key, 
the minor principal key may be changed into major, 
under the conditions that were shown with regard 
to the FUGUE in a major key. 

The chief difficulty in the art of modulating is the 
cboice of the chords in their succession, in order to 
go from one key into another in a manner that shall 
be natural and suitable to the one into which we are 
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passing, and so that there shall be nothing in these 
transitions to offend the ear or the taste. 

Experience, which practice can alone give, will 
smooth every di^dculty to which the want of both 
gives rise. 

On the Entire Composition oe a Fttgue. 

Having passed in review all that relates to the 
elements ot a fugue, there remains but to treat of 
its entire composition. It has been already said 
that the indispensable parts of a pugue are the 
subject, the response, the counter-subject, and 
the STRETTO; the acckssort or episodical parts 
being the imitations formed by fragments oe the 
subject, or of the oountbr-subject, with which 
are composed the different digressions or anda- 
MBNTi which should occur in the course of a eugue. 
These elements suffice for the construction of a 
short and ordinary eugue. But if, in a composi- 
tion of this sort, other combinations and devices be 
introduced, a more extended and varied whole will 
result. It is difficult to determine the number of 
devices that may be introduced into a eugue, inas- 


much as this depends upon the nature of the sub- 
ject and counter- subject, and upon the greater 
or less skill of the composer. There is no eugue 
which does not differ from another, either by its 
mode of conduct, or by its combinations. This 
difference and variation are the effect of choice, of 
an imagination and invention more or less fertile, 
and of the facility which industry gives, while the 
experience derived from both, by cultivating the 
imagination, directs a composer in the choice of 
ideas and of means for thtj judicious construction of 

a FUGUB. 

Each composer bears — so to speak — his own 
distinctive mark in this respect. It is req^uisite, 
therefore, to examine and analyse many fugues of 
the best masters in order to become thoroughly 
versed in this style of composition. 

Below are given different examples of fugue in 
TWO, three, and four parts. These examples, en- 
forced by remarks, will suffice to demonstrate how the 
plan of a simple and ordinary fugue and how that 
of a FUGUE extended and complicated by the intro- 
duction of several devices should be constructed. 


Example of a real fugue in two parts. 

Response in the dominant. 





Coda prolonged In the two parts, 

so as to cause the re.entrance of 

the subject to be desired. 


Counter-subject. 





Counter-subject. - # 


on of the subject, which 


Response in the lower part. 


Digression taken from the 2nd portion of the subject, which modulates 
into the dominant at its termination, so that the upper part re-enters for the 
response, because the fugue began by the subject in the lower part. 






A TREATISE ON 



— m 

P" — 




- - the dominant of the key of A minor- 


~\ \ — r-t- 

Digression formed hy a portion of the subject. M^u- 
latiug through different keys it finishes by going into 
the minor key of the second.. , , 






General Remarks. 

On examining the foregoing example, it will be 
evident that the development of a fugue is entirely 
made from the subject and the counter-subject; 
it is that which forms the unity of a piece of music 
of this kind. 

As it is necessary to give to each of the parts — 
whatever be their number — repose, or cessation, in 
order to vary the effect, these reposes, or cessations, 
should take place in a part before the passage where 
the SUBJECT or the response is to enter. When 
cessations are employed under other circumstances, 
the part which ceases should never re-enter idly, 
without reason, or for filling up, but either to 
respond to some imitation already proposed, or to 
propose one itself. 

* It is not of absolute necessity to introduce a ** repose ” or cessa- 
tion before the entrance of tbie stretto, but when introduced it 
makes this entrance tell better by isolating it from that which 
precedes, and thus produces a very good effect. Neither is it in- 
dispensable, in making the indicated repose, or cessation, to hare 
p upon the actual key of the domirumt; it depends on the fancy 
of the composer either to make it upon this dominant, or upon the 
actAtal relative minor key, qr upon the chord of the dominmvt of 
tfds minor key, or upon the aotnml mAnor k&y of the med^iant, or, 
lasidy, upon the dominant of the principal key changed into the 
mAnor; lor here— after havmg prepared it some, bars in advance— 
is the proper place, for introduciim this minor key into a ftjgttb. 

which has just been stated with regard to the repose In 
mesUon, applies to every kind of rvaxuB, wnatevex be its number 
sn oomjponent parts. 


It is also particularly recommeudefi to avoid 
monotony in the choice of ideas, and in the design 
and phrases. This defect is blameable in every kind 
of music, but it is one into which it is easy to fall 
when composing a fugue, if all the ideas employed 
be derived either from the subject, or from the 
COUNTER -SUBJECT, witli a view to the too strict pre- 
servation of the unity of character above mentioned. 
In order to avoid the defect, care must be taken, 
when planning a digression, not to employ the 
fragments of subject or counter- subject which 
were used in the preceding digression. With this 
precaution, and by skilfully varying the modulations 
and the forms of imitations by inversion, monotony 
will be avoided. 

Another remark which should he made is that in 
a FUGUE, whether real or tonal, of which the 
RESPONSE is always on the fifth of the tonic, aE 
the imitations in the course of the fugue should ha 
made on the same interval as the respome^ or on the 
FOURTH, which is an inverted fifth. 

As to a FUGUE of IMITATION, if the response is on 
the FIFTH or the fourth of the subject, the law 
which served as a guide in real and tonal fugues 
must be observed with regard to imitations, but if 
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the RESPONSE be on the second, or third, sixth, or whatever be the kind of fug-ue, and in whatever 

SEVENTH, or on their compounds, the imitations degree or interval the response may be. 

during the fugue should always be rtiade at the After these observations, the examples may be 
distance indicated by the response at the commence- continued without necessity for adding anything mors 

ment. It may be added that the introduction of to that which has already been said on the subject 

imitations in the unison and octave is permitted, of Fugue. 


Real Fugue in Two Parts. 
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Chromatic Fugue in Four Parts, with Three Counter-subjects. 

The subject of this fugue belongs to tonal fugue, as it descends first from the tonic to the dominant 
therefore, the response should go from the dominant to the tonic. 

Example of the response according to the rules of tonal fugue. 


Dominant. Tonic. 


Response, i 


Dominant. Tonic. Dominant. 




But this response would have rendered the working of the counter-subjects extremely difficult, and would 
have compelled frequent changes. It has been judged fit, therefore, to treat the fugue as a real one. 

•'L'liis fu^e, by its mode of treatment, and by the nature of the subject itself, may be considered as a fugue 
of imitation : — 




Coda, leading to the 




1st counter-subject. 




2rid counter-subject. 


3rd counter- subject. 


a=x:^^=:fEE?3Ler*:ie,-r:;^.i:;E 


2nd counter-subject 
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Fragment of tlie counter-subject. 


Pedal on t£e“dommant of tbe^relaSiVe 


New counter-subject. 









Counter-subject on the subject inverted and diminished. 




p ■ jr / ■ 7 ^ - : 


Fragment of the subject transposed into the relative Response of the counter- 
major key, but by contrary movement and by diminution. subject. 




dx TTZ- ’ 

Response to the sublet inverted 







V Fragment of the 3rd counter-subject 

f^O^:===^===^=IS=J:-==M—^^=Tm:r- 






^===\ 



&=!t±= 




gmi&jjjii 

Besponse by diminution. 
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=^f=t:dp^-^^r^-=LS^===z^f=^z:~S:^z===z =|tfEt=j==j!!;:^fc| 




gey t ■■■-'-— - 

: — "i— ^ — gj3z:^rjer|i-p:^'=|z^p===zzzr==i£z^^ 

E -^EzEELe 

.-h_j«-..8s _| 


Fragment of the 3rd counter-subject. 

S^yi?QC=Z=T^F 

diminution. 

^ - P_^ - - -r-, ^■■■. U.> ^ * 1 1 1 


Response. 

^i^gripzEziizt^* — — pz*z=qzpzz^ iizzz^ 

Fragment of the 3rd counter-subject 

t — 1 




Stretto by diminutio,n or^ t 

be pedal. 

P-- 

j 

=n bo j. 

't-/ " 

rtz 10i.:3ptrp prrp 

Subject by diminution. Response 

r trz— ai—Fn: 

Fragment of the 2nd 


= -^SES:- 

pffjr-np-prt's^iz 


j h. 

Continuation of this digression on the pedal. 

J h*:#frp-:Prp: — — 

Response dinunisl 

iim 

.tL-43^ 1®- __c 

— — jif Jpip-faiir 

Pedal in the lower part, as a basis for several devices 




Subject. 

==F 

Subject. ^ 

— rrloE- — — z= — 

-v 


,. __l 



Fragment of the 3rd counter-ei^jject. imitation of the fragment of the 3rd counter-suhject. 


w wt*vv *%* . 




Icounter-suhJect.iL 


Fragment of the 2nd covmteT-suhject, 


Imitation of the fragment ofth^nd counter-subject. ^ 



Fragment of the 8rd counter-subject. 





Observation. 

]>kIeRtion 3iot Wfeit , 3 ^ade until now of flagal cadence : whiola is frequently met with ia ancient? 


jtippositions. . , ... ^ j. Ti 

The ancients gave the name of authentic cadence to that wnich we at present call perfect cadence; 
ihat is to say, the progression from the dominant to the tonic. 

called plaoaU daden’oe, Ithit progm&iOn frm the sub-dominant to the tonic: and often terminate 
|^K,^ipp6sitions with tMs^hrt major, whatever might be the 

k@^ ^ ig^hioh their piece w^. ^his cadency ;Wns peculiar to the plagal tones of plain chant. 
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Tonal Fogob op considerable development, in Eight Parts, and for Two Choirs. 
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Response of the new counter-subject. 




iiiea, 

Response of the other pro- 
posed counter -subject. 


Zrd counter-subject. 


men, 

Ad libitum part. 


Subject resumed. 




Imitation in the tenth. 


Response of the \st new counter- 
subject. 

— :^E^eEEEF& 
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9 



































* The Cr€io ” of which this Fugue is the finale, was begun by Cherubini in Italy in the year 1778-&- (whflfe atud^ng under Swti) and finished jg* 
Pads in 1806. M. F^tis, in his work on Counterpoint and Fugue, sayfS of this noble piece of composition by Cherubini ^ — ‘ This fugu^inj^hiuh 
the dedces of its peculiar style are inkodueed viith rare felitaty, uoi'W^thstanding the extreme difficulty arising ftom to large 
had no model of proportionate development. The dread of wounding JH, Cherubinfa modes^ pr^vepts gu^g utterance to ail tb^ 

ihis^^iihe production deserves. I can only' all the*dt#hfe atudy the art pf ,cotup®sifihnto ex^iheit aTOentIvtely,,iwuroin^Oi4i|#aga^ 
since they wili he unable to discover it® fdll nuerlt upon a first inspection, or tp comprehend mtthat such a fugue contains of aci^tinc aua, arttsfi^ 
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^ Portio f^^Uie ^^ counter -subject. 

X - . ' nfen, 

^ S ubject. ^ ^ ^ 


Xbid.^ ^ 

A 




tris 


Cum Sane - to Spi - ri '- tu in glo - ria De - i Pa - - 

Imitation of the portion of t h^^ ^m nter- subjec U^^^^ ^ 




men. 


th== 


A - ' - - 


:3zi£=“i?E?:Z^?EE.E 

men, A - men, 

3 — ^ zE^El ZziIIE ziEE—r, 






Portion of close imitation 

of the response. Ad libitum parU imitatin g a p ortion oj the subject. 

i3=^^g*:==Fg=^r — 


ria De i 




Cum Sane - to Spi - li - tu in glo - ria De i 

Subject resumed. 

Cum Sancto Spi'-^-tuin glo-riaDe-i 

Response curtailed. _ — ^ 



liUJ 
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